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Biography. 


{EMOIR OF THE REVEREND ASAHEL WOOKER, LATE OF NORWICH, 
CONNECTICUT. 


The mortal epidemic, which so extensively prevailed in this coun- 
try, inthe years 1812 and 1813, will long be remembered. For sev- 
eral successive months, especially in 1813, the pestilence thai walketh 
in darkness, swept through the land; and the strong, the active, and 
the useful, as well as others, were smitten down to the grave. Among 
the victims of that terrible disease, which filled so many hearts with 
anguish, and clothed so many families in mourning, was the excellent 
man, whom this sketch is designed to commemorate. 

It is an office of no small delicacy to characterize the dead. Thougl 
they are unaffected by the censures or applauses of men, still the 
claims of truth, tp this case, are pre-eminently sacred, and should never 
be sacrificed tothe partialitics of friendship, or the false maxims of the 
world. 

The subject of this memoir possessed an assemblage of excellencies, 
which made him dear to those who knew him. ‘To such persons this 
ouiline of his character may present a precious though imperfect 
memorial of one whom they loved; and, by the blessing of God, it 
may prove instructive to others, especially to preachers of the Gospel. 

‘The Rev. Asahe! Hooker was born at Bethlem, (Conn.) in the year 
i7C2. He was a lineal descendant, of the fifth generation, from the 
Puritan patriarch, the Rev. "Mhomas Hooker, first minister of Hartford, 
(Conn.) a man of God, whose praise is still in the churches. Many of 
those amiable qualities, which were unfolded in more mature years, 
were among the earliest traits of Mr. Hooker's character. From child- 
hood he was distinguished by fondness for books, sweetness of temper 
and manners, and yrudence in speech and behavior.. The circumstan- 
ces of his early life were in some respects favorable to the cultivation 
of these qualities, Though his parents, on account of many doubts re. 
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Biography. MAnct, 
snecting their own personal piety, did not make a public profession of 
religion till they were considerably advanced in age; yet their serious 
respect for religious institations, their correct examples, and their fidel- 
ity in the instruction and discipline of their family,made a salutary im- 
pression on the tender mind of theirson. But still more deep and sal- 
utary impressions were made on his mind by the instructions of the 
Rev. Dr. Bellamy, under whose faithful and powerful ministry his 
childhood was spent. T'asut great man was indeed a burning and 
shining lightin the American church. Forsound piety, clear and dis- 
criminating intellect, and energetic eloquence, he has had few superi- 
ors in any age or country. But these strong and cultivated powers of 
Dr. Bellamy, which qualified him for the discussion of the most profound 
and sublime subjects, were united with a happy familiarity of style and 
manner, whichrendered his instructions easy to be understood by the low- 
est of his hearers. The facet deserves notice, that the sermons of one who 
was among the first preachers of his age, ofien made a deep impression 
upon the hearts of chi/dren. Nor did he think himself excused from 
feeding the lam}s of his flock ina more particular manner, pressed as 
he was withthe labors of the stuly, the care of the churches, and of 

students in theolory. ‘The intervats betwixt divine service on the 
Sa vhbath, he staledly devoted to the catechetical instruction of the chil- 
dren, who were collected from all parts of his parish, and arranged in 
classes for that purpose. On these occasions, as well as in pastoral vis- 
its, his particular attention was attracted by the sprightliness of young 
Hooker, which he did not fail to encourage by little presents, and other 
nvirks of aprobation. Though Dr. Bellamy, in his intercourse with 
nen, was often c harrerble with austerity of manners, he could, with 
perfect ease, accommoilate himself to the tender ¢ capacities of children, 
and exhibit all that simplicity and kindness which are requisite ia 
their instruction.* 


% T.ct it not be thought foreign to the design of these pages, to say, that so 
eminent an example is worthy of pmitation. Among the excellent ministers 
that adorn the churches of our ¢ country » probably there are too few, who suitably 
Blend the labors of the studv with the details of pastoral duty. We have 
deeme [it more honorable to speculate than to act. We have sunk the catechist 
in the metaphysician. Onur champions have not learned the blessed art of build- 
ing the walls of Jerusalem with one hand, while they wield the polemic pc n with 
the other. Men of the world reverse this proceeding. They rely more upon ace 
tion, than upon speculation Tire latter has its use in the affairs of husbandry, 
commerce, and war. But it is action that gives men bread; that builds and 
that establishes aft overturns empires. Nothing but systematic 
action, can repair the wast e places of the church, and make her 
eomelu as Jerusalem, and terrible as an army wih banners Tf Christian ministers 
should unite, for example, in the work of catechising children and youth, 
and carry it to its highest practicable extent, what an incalculable amount of 
rood would be accomplish ‘d! In e ery place almost, 1t would attach the hearts 
of old and young to their pastor. It would assist him in adopting the instrrve- 
tions of the pnipit to the capacities of his hearers, and have a tendency to render 
his sermons serious, plait and profitable. It would enable him to turn te the 
best account his pastoral visits, and, in some of those precious moments that are 
too often wasted, on such occasions, to drop a serious remark that would fix an 
indelible impression on the infant mind. 
The system of catechising, as practised in Scotland, has been productive of 
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It was the will of Providence that the invaluable religious privileg- 
es which had attended Mr. Hooker’s childhood, should be st ispended, 
in some measure, though he was soon transferred to the pastoral care 
another faithful, ev angelical minister. When he was fourteen yea 
of age, his Sethe removed his residence from Bethlem to Farmington. 
Coucerning his situation for a number of succeeding years, the writer 
of this is possessed of only a few general facts. His literat ry advanta- 
ges were inconsiderable. His emp!oyment was daily labor on his ta- 
ther’s farm; and he made no other caleulation than that of pursuing 
husbandry as his business for life. 

At the age of twenty, he became the subject of very deep solicitude 
respecting his spiritual state. "hough he had seldom indulged him- 
se!fin any thing inconsistent with strict decorum ; though his blame- 
less deportment had acquired him the character of an “ amiable youth” 


among his acquaintance, yet the Spirit of God Was pleased to show | 


him, that, under this fair exterior, was concealed a heart desperaicly 
wicked. tie saw himse'f to bea perishing sinner. His convictions 
begzme more iniense and distressing, ull he was disqualified for conipa- 
ny, amusement or business; and he secluded himseif from the world for 
a season. Atlergth, “ He who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, shined in his heart, to give him the light a” the knowedge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” At least he entertained 
ahemole hove, that he was created anew in Christ Jesus, unto good 
qworics ; and his subseeuent life afforded abundant evidence, that his 
hope wasgenuine. ihe change of heart, in this case, was of course 
less apparent, though not less real, than that which touk place in Saul 
of Tarsus. Do skeptics, and cold nominal Christians, sneer at such 
pangs of conscience ina lovely youth? Do they stigmatize convie- 
tion and conversion as a dream of fanaticism? What does this prove ? 
Not that experimental religion is adream; but that they, who account 
it so, are strangers to its power in their own souls. 

From this period, Mr. Hooker became a decided Christian. His 
zeal for God was ardent, though tempered with habitual discretion and 
meckness. Religion was the chief topic of his thoughts in retirement ; 
and of his conversation among his acquaintance. 

He was baptized by the Rev. 'E imothy Pitkin and admitted to full 
eommunion with the chureh in F armington. His heart was soon fix- 
ed on the Christian Ministry, as his future employment. This was 
made the suject of much solemn prayer and deliberation. Many diffi- 
eullies were to be encountered, which a person of less zeal and forti- 
tude might have deemed insuperable. ‘he pecuniary aid which his 
father could afford him, was inadequate to meet the expences of a pub- 
lic education. But trusting in God, he resolved to proceed ; and the 
divine blessing manifestly attended and prospered the resolution. Be- 
nevolent individuals encouraged and assisted him. During his prepar- 
atory classical studies, he never lost sight of his main purpose. The 


the most salutary consequences, and probably it is not too much to say, that in 
this country moré has been done ta promote correct religious opinions, by that 
little manual called the Assembly’s Catechism, than by any other mere human 
composition. 
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desire of devoting his life to the blessed work of preaching the Gospel, 
seemed to be the impulse which excited and sanctified all his efforts in 
acquiring knowledge. Itdeserves to be noticed here, that some of thie 
best and most useful men have struggled through many discouragements 
in early life. ‘l'o pass by many names, that might be mentioned in con- 
firmation of this remark, Dr. Isaac Milner, now Dean of Carlisle, and 
Master of ‘I'rinity College, was once an apprentice in a woolen factory 
at Leeds. Buehanan and Jay,;who will long be held in honorable re- 
membrance by the Christian world, were rescued from obscurity, and 
raised to distinguished usefulness, by the hand of charity. 


** Full many a gem of purest ray serene, 
Vhe dark unfathom’d caves of ocean bear ; 
Full many a flow’r is born to blush unseen, 
And waste its sweetness on the desert air,” 


If the friends of the Redeemer were but properly awake to the 
duty of searching out indigent young men,of promising piety and genius, 
to be educated for the ministry, doubtless many would be found, who 
would be an inestimable acquisition to the Church. The public and 
systematic attention given to this subject, within the last ten years, 
will form an era in the ecclesiastical concerns of this country. ‘hese 
noble and auspicious beginnings, it is devoutly to be hoped, will be 
followed up with eilurts correspondent to the magnitude of the object, 
till every evangelical college in the country shall be furnished with a 
respectable fund, appropriated to this purpose. Most certainly, unless 
the solemn attention of Christians can be drawn to this object, and the 
united prayers and labors of the Church can be directed to its accom- 
plishment, the number of ministers must continue to be altogether in- 
aeequate tu the demand for their labors. For the want of pious, orthe- 
dox, able preachers, even many of our ancient and once respectable 
congregations will inevitably fall a prey to sectarian and heretical opin- 
ions ; or sink into the darkness and licentiousness of heathenism. — 
Still more deplorable is the condition of our new settlements. Amidst 
the wide spreading population of these extensive regions, churches are 

rapidly forming ; but where can pastors be found to supply them ?— 

They look to the Churches and seminaries in the older districts of the 
country and cry, “ Send us Christian Pastors: give us the bread of 
life.” Must we close our ears to this call ; or, instead of bread, give 
them a stone or aserpent! Alas, the harvest ts plentcous, but the laborers 
are few. It may properly be added here, that no one herhaps has felt 
this sulject more deeply, than the excellent man, whose circumstan- 
ces in early life furnished the occasion for these remarks. An occurrence 
which took place in the autumn of 1809, willillustrate his feelin gs with 
reference to the point in question. 

‘The two Consociations of Litchfield county proposed to form them- 
selves into a society for the purpose of aiding such youths, as are refer- 
red to above, in their education for the ministry. One article of the 
constitution, submitted for consideration, was, that the monies 
raised bythe society, should not be given ty young men, but 
loaned, on certain ‘conditions. stipulating a repayment at some 


convenient time. Mr. Hooker, then in feeble health, and just 
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about to take his departure for Carolina with no sanguine ex- 
pectations of meeting his brethren again in this world, opposed ihe arti- 
cle firmly and earnestly. He appealed to his own painful experience ; 
and begged that the society might not frustrate its own good intentions, 
by resorting to a measure so inadequate to its object : a cha:i‘y which 
might place a deserving man in the ministry, to be weighed down with 
accumulated embarrassments, which would paralize his efforts or break 
his heart.* 

Notwithstanding the late period at which Mr. Hooker commenced 
his studies, and the many disadvantages under which he prosecuted 
them, his talents and industry rendered him respectable as a scholar.— 
His sound judgment, his amiable temper, his conscientious and exact 
regard to propriety, in all his conduct, secured him the esteem of 
his instructors, and of his associates. But consistent and eminent piety 
was the most conspicuous trait of his character. The habitual influence 
of this principle, wrought into the soul, was apparent even amidst the 
many temptations to stupidity and frivolity, which always attend the 
intercourse of young men in college. ‘These remarks might be ilustra- 
ted by many extracts froi his letters, written at that period; but only 
the following short ones can be admitted. 

Addressing two persons whom he loved most tenderly he said, “OQ my 
dear friends, how.matters stand between God and your souls is unknown to 

, better Known to yourselves, and best known to the Searcher of all 
hearts. But you make no profession of friendship to Jesus Christ, that 
dearest friend of mankind. Suffer me to say, my heart is pained for-you ; 
and might it avail, I could pen my letter with tears instead of ink, and 
present it to you on my bended knees.” 


* That it is highly desirable, that the assistance, afforded indigent young men 
in acquiring a public education, should be wholly gratuitous, we readily allow. 
But, in the censure, which is here passed upon a different practice we cannot 
coincide. Where the means, which acharitable institution can command, would 
otherwise be soon exhausted and‘extend aid to but a few individuals, while there 
are many others, whose Circumstances are such, as equally to demand encour- 
arement, the highest good may certainly be ensured by loans. It is surely ex- 
pedient, where there are two individuals of hopeful promise, that both should 
be prepared by the advantages of education, for extensive usefulacss, alihough 


they be subjected to some inconveniences, rather than, that, tor the benefit of 


one, the other be cut off from the possibility of literary attainments and be con- 
signed to an obscure and acomparatively useless sphere of action. And it is 
certainly no slight privilege to receive a loan, without interest, where no secu- 
rily for its repayment is required and where sickness and other peculiarly adverse 
circumstances may ensure a complete exoneration from the debt. ‘The amount, 

to which an individual must involve himself, at least in Middlebur ‘yCollege, isso 
inconsiderable, that we are almost ready to say, that the man, who wouid sink un- 

der it, whose efforis would be paralizedor his ‘heart broken, must possess 4 very 
gloomy and desponding temper, and must be characterised by such an extreme 
want of firmness and resolution, that he could hardly have been worth the ex. 
pence of his education. Still, however, we fondly hene, that ere long the religious 
public will become so fully awake to this singularly important obiect, that in 
all our Colleges, there will be a fund amply adequate to educate gratuitously 
every indigent and pious youth, who designs to devote himself to the Christian 

Ministry. 
Ed, Ad. 
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Another example may show his disposition to make a religious im- 
provement of common occurrences. “ We had last night a terrible 
tempest of thunder and lightning. ‘The President’s house was struck, 
but no person hurt. In astorm of thunder there is something surpris- 
ing and awful: but O the day when the elements shall melt with fer- 
ven heat, and the world be set on fire! an event how important, how 
interesting to all the sonsof men! Woe to the wicked; it shall be ill 
with him ; : for the reward of his hands shall be given him.” 

Though Mr. Hooker’s health was generally good, he was once severe- 
ly sick of a pleurisy, while in college, which laid the foundation for sub- 
sequent attacks of the same disease, and not improbably for that which 
terminated his life. 

He was graduated at Yate College in 1789. His tieological studies 
he pursued under the direction of his friend and _ benefactor, 
the Rev. William Robinson, of Southington. Having been regularly li- 
censed, he preached in several vacant parishes, and received a cail to 
become the pastor of the church in Stonington,(Conn.) To this call he 
gave a negative answer, and was shortly after invited to Goshen. ‘The 
people of that town had been rent into parties,by the dismission of their 
former minister. A controversy existed inthe church, so stubborn as 
scarcely to admit the hope of an amicable termination. But the mild 
influence of Mr. Hooker’s character and example soon produced a salu- 
tary and manifest effect upon the people. ‘The asperity of contention 
nearly ceased. ‘Two ofthe neighboring ministers were invited to as- 
sist tn a council ; a happy reconciliation of hostile parties was the result ; 
and Mr. Hooker was with great unanimity chosen as their pastor, and 
ordained in September 1791. 

In June, 1792, Mr. Hooker was married to Miss Phebe Edwards, 
daughter of Timothy Edwards, Esq. of Stockbridge, (Mass.) and grand- 
daughter of the first President Edwards. ‘lhe principles, which influ- 
enced him in forming this connexion, were illustrated to all who knew 
the family, by the uncommon share of domestic happiness, which result- 
ed from it. 

For a number of years, his ministry was not attended with any cir- 
cumstances of special importance to distinguish it from the ordinary re. 
lations of a faithful pastor to his people. The fire of contention, which 
had raced so fiercely in the parish before his connexion with it, was not 
smothered for a moment to burst out again with more destructive fury : 
ii wasextinguished. ‘The harmony which his influence had contribu- 
ted to restore, was, under God, continued and confirmed by the same 
influence. 

In the autumn of 1794, and again in the winter of 1795 he went as 
a missionary tothe northwestern district of Vermont, where his labors 
are still remembered with affectionate gratitude by many. 

He performed his pastoral duties with an exemplary prudence and 
fi filelity, which secured the growing confidence and affection of his peo- 
P ‘e. But possessing a deep sense of eternal things, and an ardent love 
to souls, he was far frombeing satisfied with the approbation of his hear- 
ers, while he saw the greater part of them carelessly rushing onto the 
inevitable and endless perdition that awaits the ungodly. He was 
deeply distressed with this prevailing insensibility to divine things. 
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In the year 1798, it pleased God to begin, in various parts of Con- 
necticut, a pow erful work of grace, which will never be forgotten— 
The church in Goshen, with their beloved pastor were much animated. 
Conferences and prayer-meetings were instituted; Christians were re- 
freshed ; but the sleep of death still reigned over the parish. In Feb. 
1799, Mr. Hooker went on a preaching tour into several places in the 
neighborhood, and exchanged pulpits, on the Sabbath, with the Rev. 
Mr. Hallock, of West Simsbury. On the Monday following, Mr. Hal- 
lock returned to meet a circle of ministers at New Hartford, and on en- 
tering the room where they were convened, said :—“ Brother Hooker, 
there is an awakening at Goshen.” At such unexpected tidings, a 
thousand tender emotions rushed upon the heart of the affectionate 
pastor, and he wept for joy. During the blessed season which follow- 
ed, his labors were abundant. He prayed, preached, and taught from 
house to house, as one who expected to give an account. In descri- 
bing the precious fruits of this revival, in which about eighty persons 
were added to the church, Mr. Hooker said, “ Our Sabbaths, and other 
seasons of worship, are full of delight. When the friends of the Re- 
deemer attend the memorial of his death, they find that hes banner over 
themis love. It is peculiarly animating to see such numbers added to 
the visible family of Christ, and, among them, so many promising and 
dear young people, hopefully redeemed from sin and death by his blood, 
and approaching his table, fo commemorate the wonders of his love, 
and seal their engagements to be his.” 

In the year 1803, he was induced by repeated solicitations of young 
men, as well as of many respectable ministers, to engage in the in- 
struction of theological students. As there were then no public semi- 
naries for this purpose, the labor must of course be performed by pri- 
vate teachers; and-very few possessed the requisite qualifications for 
it, in so great a measure as Mr. Hooker. But he was often heard to 
say, ‘ that the work of qualifying others to preach the everlasting Gos- 
pel, was one which he performed in weakness and fear and much trem- 
bling: and that this arduous and responsible business, superadded to the 

vast, various, and sacred duties of the pastoral office, was more than 
any minister ought to take upon himself” About twenty young gen- 
tlemen pursifed their theological studies, wholly or partly, under his 
direction, some of whom have since become distinguished Christian 
min :sters. 

In the year 1807, divine influences — descended upon Mr. 
Hookei’s people, as rain upon the monn grass, andas showers that wa- 
ter the earth. 'The following extract of a letter from him to the writer 
of these pages, will exhibit his feelings at an early stage of that revi- 
val. 


“ Gosnen, May 12, 1807. 
* Dear Sir, 

“ Our good people, who have been praying the seven last years for 
another harvest, have begun, within a few weeks, to thank God and 
take courage. 'The harvest is commenced with very hopeful appearan- 
ces of becoming extensive and glorious; and several, we believe, have 
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already gathered fruit unto eternal life. The sower and the reapers re- 
joice together. But the work is absoluicly God's, and he only knows 
how far itis to prosper. ‘The attention has increased very much with- 
in the last ten days. ‘The two last Sabbaths were among the most sol- 
emn, which [ have ever seen in this place. We hope, and rejoice, 
and pray, and fear,and tremble. ‘I'he impulse has spread like an elec- 
tric shock. It is difficult in this stage of the work to know how many 
are under real conviction, or to what degree. Pray for us; that we 
may all know the time; that now tis high tine to amake ont of sleep.— 
Alas for those who must say eveatually, the harvest is past, the sumoncr 
is cndcd, and we are not saved. 
Sincerely your friend and brother, 
AsaneL Hooxrr.” 


From this time till the winter following, he was wrought up to the 
highest pitch of solicitude and effort. He was all life, and soul, and 
action. He had many almost sleepless nights through anxiety, lest 
some, who were awakened, should return to stupidity, or rely on false 
hopes; and others who were notawakened, should sleep on and perish 
in neglect of the great salvation. 

But imperceptibly to himself, his constitution was impaired by these 
various and unremitted labors. For several months, his friends per- 
ceived in his countenance, and especially in the great excitability of 
his nervous system, indications of latent infirmity. In March, 1808, 
he preached at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Pitkinin Milford; and, 
the same evening, rode to New-Haven, and preached asermon at the 
Brick Church. He lodged at the Rev. Dr. Dwight’s. Without com- 
plaining of any peculiar indisposition, he retired to bed, but was soon 
attacked with an ague, succeeded by a high fever. ‘He did not acquaint 
the family with his illness till next morning, when the best medical 
aid was resorted to. ‘The disease proved to be a distressing pleurisy ; 
but by the blessing of Providence upon the skill of his physicians, and 
the strictest attentions of an excellent family, the strength of his fever 
soon abated. In about six weeks he was so well as to return home, 
and for a season continued convalescent, without any threatening symp- 
tom, except a soreness at his breast. But of all men, in such a ease, 
an infirm minister, who loves his people and his work, is least likely to 
adopt the proper course fora speedy and entire recovery. His own 
strongest inclinations, excited often by the well meant, but injudicious, 
solicitations of friends, [ead him to break through the dictates of his 
better judgment, and sacrifice the prospect of permanent usefulness, to 
present impulse, or too limited views of present duty. 

Mr. Hooker, beginning to preach too soca, ftailedagain. He then 
took a journey to Balltown Sorings, which seemed to give temporary 
relief: butin October he failed entirely. ‘The elevated situation of 
Goshen, exposes it peculiarly to the cold blasts of winter. Hoping that 
a milder region might be more favorable to his pulmonary weakness, he 
spent the winter of 1809, in New Haven, New York, and New Jer- 
sey. ‘The state of his health and feelings, during this painful absence 
from his beloved family and people, will be in some measure exhibited 
by a few extracts from his letters. 
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The first is audressed to the Hon. Judge Reeve. 


“ New-York, March 306, 1809. 
‘{ have no doubt that God is building up his kingdom in this city. 
Yc ou would be astonished to see the multitudes who assemble, in some 
ofthe churches, almost every night in the week. ‘I'he ministers, 
whom I have heard on these occasions, appear to nte to preach the re- 
al Gospel, and to do it with a solemnity and earnestness becoming 
those whe watch for souls. 

April 8. During the greater part of this week, I have been i] 
with the influenza, On Wednesday had a physician, was bled, took 
some medicine, and was in a good measure relieved from severe head- 
ache, cough, and irritation at my breast. ‘he weather for the last four 
days has been dismal. This morning, it is very pleasant. I shall 
probably 1 regain in a few such days, ail that I have lost, in a few days 
past. I hupe to return within this month: but what Providence in- 
tends to do with me, I must submissively confide to i::m, till it shall 
please him to make it known.” 

To Mrs. Hocker he also writes, | 

farch 30, 1809. 

“ My very dear Phebe, 

I have formed some new acquaintance with ministers, and other ex- 
cellent, pious people, whose pleasant and useful society serves to bea 
suile many hours, which might otherwise pass heavily. But when I 
think of my dear wife and children, itseems to me, at times that I mest 
return to them immediately. Nothing but a conviction of its being a 
point of duty could induce me to be absent another week. 

“ March 31. Asa kind Providence would have it, your letter, 
No. 5, was this moment handed in, as I sat at dinner. Iam pained to 
think of the anxiety which you have suffered on m ga one Do not 
my love be so anxious again, if my letters should fail. But I will en- 
deavor te have them go, if possible, more punc esis. I am at present 
with good Mr. and Mrs. D. who direct me to call for any thing I de- 
sire, which is in their house or.in the market. How much reason have 
i, this moment, and always, to bless the Lord, who is so kind to one se 
evil and cnstiemitah “ 

The subsequent paragvaphs exhibit his tender solicitude for his peo- 
ple, and his pious submission to allotments of Providence, so peculiar- 
ly and deeply afflictive, that no one can form an adequate conception 
of them, who has not been an infirm minister. , 

“ T am Forry, deeply sorry, for the good people in Goshen, and 
pray God to take care of them, and provide them a better minister 
than [have been. If 1 attempt te stay with them, L am convinced that 
1 must die in the attempt. 4 he chance, so to express it of my living 
and doing a little good, is altogether in favor of my dismission. I know 
that in leaving our present home, we must go forth like Abraham, we 
know not whither. Eut if here lies the path of duty, we will not pause 
to consider whether we shall walkin it. We will trust in the Lord 
and do good, and we then have his merciful promise, that we shall 
dwell in the land, end verily we shall be fed. 


) 





































ee a Re a RTT Te 


























ue Bis & raphy, Maxcer, 





* Behold the great, eternal God 
Spreads, everlasting sims abroad, 
And calls our souls to shelter there.” 


Meantime, Ict us remember what is writter, Desmise not thou the 
cliastening of the Lord, nor faint when theu art re buked of ham ; por 
whom ihe Lord loveth he chastencih. 

I am sensible, my ccar Phebe, that neither we, nor the people of my 
charge, were duly humbied | hy the sore cickness which I endured the 
last spring ; nor duly thankful for my recovery. Hence there was 
good reason why our trials should not be removed. Whether any of 
us shall profit at all, by the divine chastisemenis, God only knows: E 

ray that we may 3. and while this is my prayer, | do cherish the hope, 
thai if God should restore my health, 1 may live more to his glory.— 
i feel a strong desire to resume my labors as a minister of C hrist ;— 
and, after all which I know of myself, am sometimes reacy to hope, 
that if my desive should be granted, I should preach bettcr than int 
years past. May the people ‘of my charge humble themsclves before 
God and wisely consider his doings. J know not but he is about to re- 
move me out of the way, that he may give them a better minister. I 
think I should rejoice, could 1 now be assured, that he would give 
them a better one. ‘Though I have felt and still feel satisfied as to the 
duty and necessity of giving up my present charge, I am afraid that 
my confide me in God will not be so implicit and so entire as it should 
be, in regard to what awaits me and my dear family. O that we may 
trust in the Lord, at all times, and pour out our hearts belore him. If 
we are faithful to him, we ceriatnly have nothing to fear.” 

When Mr. Hooker reached Goshen, it was apparent to his friends, 
that the flattering expectations of his speedy recovery, which had 
been indulged, were premature. Indeed, his whole appearance excit- 
ed painful apprehensions, that he was sinking into a settled decline. 
These apprehensions continued through the next summer, which he 
spent in short excursions, attended wherever he wernt ky Mrs. Hook 
er, In the autumn, he concluded, with the advice cf judicious physi- 
cians, to aveid the hazard of the northern winter by a voyage to Caro- 
lina. 

Among the tender and trving scenes, which preceded the execution 
of this purpose, was that of his taking leave of his numerous circle of 
friends, and especially of his people. On the Sabbath before his de- 
parture, he made an address to his church and congregation. His des 
bility being such, that he scarcely seemed able to stand in the pulpit, 
his not having publicly spoken to his herrers, in many mouths, and the 
probabilit y that he micht never speak to them again, rendered the oc- 
casion deeply affecting. 

Having stated the grounds, on which he had before th ought it expe 
dient for him and them, that he should request a dismission from his 
pastoral charge, avd the reasons which had more récently induced 
him to wave that request for the present ; havi ing made a voluntary res 
linquishment of his sal: ary for the relief of the Soc iety ; and exhorted 
them to receive it, as though it were his dying charge ‘to be beral in 
their future suppért of the Gospel ; she chosed is address as follows - 
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“ You know my purpose of spending the ensuing winter at Charles- 
toa, (S.C.) "Phis purpose, which has * been coutemp tated with much 
reluctance and auxiety, and with many prayers to God for dir ction, 
has been matured with the enanimous advice ef the ablest pliysicians, 
and the concurring opinion ef many oihcr respectable persons. Lf ihe 
Lord will, [ shall take ny departure to-morrow, or shortly after. ''o 
me the present occasion is deeply interesting. | have already taken 
leave of my children, and must now tuke leave of you, my beloved 
charge, not knowing what thyugs await me in my journey, and in a 
Jaad of st.angers ; nor whether I shall return again to my liousc, or my 
place know me any more The -event Ll ow ould solemnly, submissive- 
ly, commit to the decision of the jufinite Disposer. Should yousee my 
face no morc, I trust that my wife and children will not be forgotten, 
or suffer through want of any kindness, which you can shew them--— 
Should { return, and with such health as inay enable me to resume my 
labors with you, I shall greatly rejoice. While [ hope for a daily re- 
incmbrance in your - ayers to Go d for me, Lcan say, God forbid that 
I should sin agatast the ‘Lord, by ceasing to pray for ‘you. : 

“J have now been with. you ‘almost nincteen years, asa watchman 
for your souls, During this period, | have been peculiarly happy, in 
the harmony which has subsisted betwixt me and the people of my 
charge. J can add the testimony of my ir ee. that I h lave stead- 
aly aimed, (though with much imperfection, f or which I would humb ly 
jook to the blood of Christ for pardon,) to preach the truth as it is in 
Jesus, and te declare unto you the counsel of God faithfully. Should 
j ‘* sO happy , as to be accepted through infinite grace, 1 humbly trust 

that some of you will be my crown of rejoicing, in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. Ii God should be ple ased o return me to you, after an absence 
of eight months, some of this numerous assembly 1 shall probably nev- 
er sce again in this house of prayer. But of one meeting we are fully 
assured, in which ministers, with their hearers, will be assembled at 
ihe judgment-seat of Christ. Then we shall meet again. With refer- 


ence to the awful solemuities of that day, I intreat and exhort those of 


you, who kave confessed Christ before men, to love one another. Let 
your light shine. Keep yourselves unspotted from the world. Be so- 
ber and watch unto pre a5 er. Evince your love to Christ, by Keeping 
all his commandments. 

“ Concerning those of you, my hearers, for whom Thave labored in 
vain, asto auy saving advantage, the anxiety which I have often felt, 
is greatly beighfencd on the preseat eccasion. Let me once more he- 
seech you, in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to God, lest you mouru at 
the last, saying, hew have we hated instruction aad our hearts despise 
ed reprool. eas 

 $ once more beseech you, who have children committed to your 
charge, not to ruin their souls by your unfaithfulness. You are wit- 
nesses thi: iti have often and earnestly addressed you on this subject.— 
Your child dren, too, are witnesses of this. As you regard their salva- 
tion, be untreated to train them up with Christian fidelity, lest they 
perish an d their blood be required at your hands. 

' “J beseech you al! to pursue the things which make for peace. Be 
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hold how good and how pleasant tt is for brethren to dwell iogether in 
untty. pray God, that you may not be divided and se attered. For- 
sake not the assembling of yourselves together ; but be always glad 
when it is said, Let us go into the house cf tie Lord. Should 1 return 
to you no more, or be able no more to minister to you, in this place, 
may the great and good Shepherd send you another pastor; even 
one af‘er his own heart. 

“ Kinally, brethren, farcwell. 
peace be with yous Amen.” 

‘The people received this address with many tears of tender and un~ 
dissembled affection, and the prayers of maiy hearts attended their be- 
Joved pastor, ia the doubtful enterprise before him. At the time pro- 
posed, he commenced his journey, with Mrs. Hooker, whose company 
was deemed indispensable to the success of the undertaking. The 
passage from New-York to Charleston was short and prosperous, ex- 
cept that Mr. Hooker was much troubled with sea-sickness. ‘T'o those, 
who kuow the character of the people in Charleston, it is needless to 
any: that his reception and residence there were peculiarly pleasant. 
Some circumstances, which contributed to this, will be the best made 
known to the reader, by a few paragraphs taken from his letters. 

*“ Charlesien, Nov. 29, 1809. 


Live in peace, and may the God of 


“ Wy very dear Mary, 

After a pleasant passage of eight days, we arrived in this city on the 

3thinstant. On the day following, we were invited to take up our res- 
idence at Dr. Keith’s, where we are treated with the utmost Kindness. 
Many of the respectable and good people soon called to see us, to inquire 
about Mrs. W sshbure, and bid us welcome to their city. They are very 

affable; and their hospitality to strangers »lmost makes me ashamed of 
some among my own countrymen. ‘hough pilgrims in a strange land, 
we can hardly fee] ourselves to be any longer strangers. Our friends 
here, (for such we are bound to consider them,) seem determined to do 
every thing in their power to render us happy. A merciful Provi- 
dence continues to deal very kindly with us. My cough which be- 
came very troublesome in New-Y ork, has almost left me. _ I hope, my 
dear child, you will improve in the best manner, the opportunity, 
with which you are so seasonably favored, of attending school. A- 
hove all, look well to your spiritual and eternal interest. This is in- 
finitely more important than all your other concerns. If this 
be neglected, you will be undone, whatever else you may have gain- 
ed.” 

In a letter to the Hon. Judge Reeve, dated Dec. Ist, he says: “ A 
number of excellent people meet at Dr. Keith’s weekly, on Wednessay 
evening, when a sermon is read, a prayer made, and several hymns 
sung. But religion cannot be said to flourish in this city, nor in this 
region. Inciuding a hundred miles in all directions from Charleston, 
there probably are not half so many regular ministers, as in Litchfield 
County. There are some hopefully pious people among the blacks. On 
a pleasant morning, I have seen about sixty of these people, from neigh- 
boring families, at prayer in Dr. Keitliis house. . Several hundreds 
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attend his meeting on the Sabbath, and occupy about half the gallery, 
in one of ihe largest churches in this country. 

“fam unquestionably better than when I ieft home; and but for 
some remaining weakness in my left breast, 1 should expect dariof 
the winter to regain my heaith. God knows what is best. With him 
I hope cheertully to leave the decision. He has dealt bountifuily with 
me and mine. ‘lhe kindness which we have received from many, not 
in word only, but in deed and iu truth, has served to alleviate much of 
that solicitude, which seemed inevitable, when going into a far coun- 
try among strangers. Mrs. Hooker and I have often agreed, that 
we will never distrust our Heavenly Father any more.” 

The kindness of friends, so often referred toin Mr. Hooker’s letters, 
was not confined to common offices of hospitality, but extended to lib- 
eral supplies of money, and other articles which his circumstances 
rendered necessary. ‘Ihe grateful marks of attention and generosity, 
which he experienced in his journey to Savannah, and on his return 
homeward, as well as at Charleston, doubtless contributed in mo small 
measure to the restoration of his health. 

The people of Goshen, during this absence of their pastor, were 
supplied by Mr. Harvey, an excellent young man, whose labors were 
very acceptable to them. ‘I'he small probability, that they might en- 
joy Mr. Hooker’s ministrations ia future, induced their committee to 
request of him an explicit declaration of his views on this subject. His 
answer to their letter says: “I donot think it expedient, either for 
my people or for me, that 1 should attempt to continue with them.— 
Should the attempt be made and fail, it would be calamitous for both. 
That it would fail, "have but little doubt. In my own view, the 
permanent recovery of my health depends so much on my reinoval to 
some more favorable situation, that itis my duty to request a dismis- 
sion from you. 'The contemplation of sucha scene excites emotions 
not easily described. ‘Toleave a people, to whom I have been so 
strongly attached, for so many years, and to gofrom them in total un- 
certainty as to my own future prospects, is one of the greatest trials to 
which I have ever been called. But the nill of the Lord be done.”— 
‘he communication, of which the above is a part, was dated Phila- 
delphia, May, 16,1810. The coutemplated dismission took place 
soon after Mr. Hooker’s return to Goshen. In justice to his character 
relative to this transaction, I insert an extract from the minutes ofa 
church meeting, holden in that place, June 11th, 1810. 

“Voted, that we consider the reasons offered this day by Mr. Hook- 
er, for requesting that the special connexion between him and us should 
be dissolved, to be sufficient; and accordingly give our consent that the 
game should be dissolved. 


‘ Voted, unanimously, that we reciprocate the expressions of affec- 
9 4 


tion and attachment, offered by Mr. Hooker; and that, while we ex- 
“press tohim our approbation of his past labors for our good, and the 
good of our children, as an exemplary and faithful minister, and la- 
ment the occasion for his dismission; we also tender him our best wish- 
es for the complete restoration of his health, and that a kind provi- 
dence would direct his way in future, and long preserve him as a bles- 
eing to his family aud an instrument of much good to others.” 
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The next day he was dismissed by the Association, convened at 
Canaan. <A respectable member of that body, who was present, ob- 
serves; “ As we were about to separate, after closing with prayer, in 
which Mr. Hooker requested a particular remem)rance, he proposcd 
that we shouid unite in singing the parting hymn, eatitled, “ Brotherly 
Love.”  Biest be the tie “that binds,” &c. I know not how many 
voices faltered.” ‘T'o that excellent circle of ministers he had long 
been endeared by the strongest ties of kindred sentiment and affection. 
The paige of separation from a beloved and afflicted brother, who had 
for eighteen years been regarded as one of their most v aluable mem- 
bers, are more easily conceived than deseribed. 

Soon after Mr. Hooker’s dismission, he was invited to preach at the 
Brick C shurch, in New Haven, the congregation having become desti- 
tute of a minister by the removal of the Rev. Mr. Stuart toa profes- 
sorsaip in the Theological Seminary at Andover. He also received 
a call to become the pastor of Christ Church parish, near Charleston, 
(S ©.) The next winter, he supplied Spring Street Church, New- 
York, forseveral months. Still his health, though considerably better 
than ia preceding years, wasso delicate as to require great caution iy 
respect to exposures aud labors, especially of the lungs. Jn the sum- 
mer of 1811, he travelled eastward, and spent some time in Boston and 
the vicinity. During this period, he preached at Andover with great 
acceptance. ‘The people having failed of being united in several at- 
tempts to setile a minister, many of them were very solicitous to obtain 
Mv. Hooker. His established reputation as a preacher, his experi- 
ence in the sacred office, his fervent picty, the attractions of his persen 
and manners, his engaging simplicity in the pulpit, and the sacred in- 
struction of his sermons, were thought to be a combination of qualities, 
peculiarly adapted to a of the most responsible stations among the 
American churches. Que of the reasons which induced him to decline 
all advances towards a settlement in Andover, was an apprehension of 
expostire to the severe cold of winter, similar to that from which he 
had suffered so much at Goshen. 

tn the autumn of 1811, he was invited to preach at Chelsea parish, 
Norwich, (Con.) from which the Rev. Mr. King had been dismissed 
on account of a painful division in the church, relative to a question 
of discipline. Here again, as at Goshen, Mr. Hooker's prudence, su- 
avity of temper, and bright example of that religion, which is first 
pure, then peaceable, were by the blessing of heaven, instrumental in 
produc ing the most salutary effects. After he had been with this peo- 
ple a few weeks, the church requested him to preach at a meeting, 
which had ‘ain ‘warned for purposes of conciliation. He according- 
ly did preach a very searchigg discourse, and with very solemn effect, 
from these words: Lordistif? After sermon, the brethren began te 
confess their faults one to another, The scene became deeply | inter- 
esting. A great part of the church were melted into tears. Haying 
prayed together and taken each other by the hand, ina very affec- 
tionate manner, they parted with peculiar expressions of joy, at such a 
happy settlement of their difficulties. A change so unexpected and 
marveilous, ascribed as it was by the people to Mr. Hooker’s instru- 
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mentality, greatly increased their attachment to him. He was instal- 
led as their pastor, with a very auspicious degree of harmony on the 

14th of January, 1812. In the full vigor of his faculties, with the aid 
2 all his expericnce and past preps aratiens for the pulpit, ho entered 
tipon the duties of bis new charge, with the fairest prosnects of success, 
Without giving details, it must suffice to say, that he engazed in the 
various labors. of the pastoral office, like an ardent and devoted min 
ister of Christ. During the last year of his life, he preached with 
more power and pungency than ever before. Mrs. Hooker once ‘yee 
marked to him, that she feared his people would not long endure such 
searching sermons. His reply was, * 1] must preach the truth, If] 
yet pleased men, 1 should not be the servant of Christ.” Eis last ser- 
mon was from this text: Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers oniy, 
Some of his people, as they were returning home after hearing this 
sermon, remarked to each other, that, if he should never preach again; 
he had delivered his own soul: and one said, “He preached as tho’ 
he had not long to stay in our world.” 

His health was unusnally good from the time of his installation till 
February, 1813. After afew weeks of slight indisposition, he was 
seized in the latter part of February, with what was Called the epi- 
demic. His lungs, however were not affected; and by good medica] 
assistance, he soon recovered. On the 8th of April, the same disease 
returned like an armed man; and means were utterly ineffectual to 
arrest its violence. For about a week, considerable hopes were enter: 
tained that this terrible fever might spend its strength without a fatal 
issue. But on Friday the 16th, it became more *pparent that He, 
whose ways are past finding out, was about to extinguish this burning 
and shining light of the church. 

During this distressing scene, all Mr. Hooker’s famMy were pres 
eni, except his son, w ho was at College. The following letter from 
his eldest daughter to a friend, is inserted here, it being a only cor- 
rect statement of facts, that was committed to paper at the time. 

‘* Norwicr, April 22,1813, _ 

“T received your kind letter my dear A ,in which y ou send 
your love to my father, and wish me to write by every mail ur yer he is 
well. My mother says, he has got well. Dear, departed saint 

«| will endeavor to give as regular an account, as . can, of this mel- 
ancholy, interesting scene. It is unnecessary to apologize to you, for 
the minuteness with which I shall relate the circumstances. 

“On Wednesday, he said, “ Oh, my dear Mary! how much you 
needa Father in heaven. I must commit you to God. I can dono 
other way. Thisis an instructive scene to you. Ido not know that 
I shall die now, but if you were in my situation, I think it probable 
you would, as your anxiety would produce great excitement.” 

“ On Friday he prayed frequently, and though 3 in extreme distress, 
and considerable derangement, he prayed with great fervency and 
propriety. His mind was often much confused, though we can hardly 
sey he was delirious ; hut whenever this was the case, as well as at 
other times, his thoughts ran upon the best things. His anxiety for his 
people was great, as ‘they were destitute of preaching: 
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* On Saturday he said to me, “ Oh my dear child! my heart loves 
you, but it can’t save you.” He also said, “ she am to die of this 
sickue 88, and God is pleased.to take me to lieaven, I shall sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the holy tbo and good 
ministers; and what is still better, I shall behold the face. of Jesus 
Christ.” He appeared excessively distressed, but said it would be 
dreadful to repine, after receiving so many mercies. Mamma esked 
him how he should feel in the view of death; he replied, I cannot tell 
how I should feel; but I trust, that if I have an interval of quiet be- 
tween the trying moment, my soulwill be made as the chartots of 
Ammina lib.” 

On Sabbath morning, he said something which implied, that he lit- 
tle expected to behold another Sabbath in this world. I ought te 
have mentioned before, that we thought him dying, at one time on Fri- 
day evening, and that from that time he failed fast. 1 did not tell you, 
that onSaturday he begged me to sing, and appeared much composed af. 
ter I had performed this very difficult task. On Sabbath we sung re- 
peatedly by his request. Ouce he wished us to sing the forty- -sixth 
Psalm, beginning with “‘ God is the refuge of his saints.” At evening, 
the physicians came and appeared alarmed; every thing was done as 
if the case was desperate. ‘hey were both j in the room, together with 
the nurse—the two watchers—Mamma, and myself. He seemed sur- 
prised at the hurry and agitation which marked every thing we did; 
and looking very inquisitively said, “ Why,—you seem tobe ina 
kind of amazement ; you had better some of you go to bed, and who- 
ever is here more than is necessary had better go and take care of 
some of the other sick people in the neighborhood. ” | bade him good 
night, merely to gratify him, and left the room, but soon returned.— 
Our kind friends were some of them in the other room, and all seem- 
ed ready to burst with grief. At eleven o’clock Mamma asked him, 
if he was willing God should direct. He replied— ‘I should be a 
very unreasonable being, if, after preaching resignation so long, I were 
to be unsubmissive to God’s will.’ Soon after he said, “Oh ‘that this 
people would be doers of the word, and not hearers only. 'That was my 
favorite sermon.” At twelve o’clock he said, he wished he could say 
a few words, but he wastoo feeble. After a few moments he cried 
out; “ Oh Lord, have mercy on me, and mine, and this beloved peo- 
ple, for Jesus’ sake, amen.” At half after twelve he said, “ I cannot 
talk, but if this is the last time, I must say the Lord’s will be done. I 
have lived* and I shall die with a dearly “beloved people; and may I 
go with them to be happy!” After several minutes, during which he 
seemed deep in thought, he said, “ I do not feel any hesitation or re- 
luctance to place my all for eternity there”—meaning undoubtedly, ix 
the hands of God. To mamma—“ my dear, I hope God will be your 
stay and staff.” Soon after—-“ I believe I am ready to go into eterni- 
ty: but I could wish for calmness to address some endearing and pa- 
rental conversation, to a few beloved objects.” Mamma said, what shall 
1 tell Edward? ‘Oh, tell him to choose God for his Father and 


® This is a reference to his residence in Goshen. 
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Friend—and that it would be my chiefjoy to have him preach the un- 
searchable riches of Christ.” I kneeled at his bed-side, while he said, 
* Oh my dear Mary, mind the one thing needful, and make God your 
portion and hope, and rely on him for support and consolation ; be em- 
inent in doing good—comfort and support that dear woman—let it be 
your meat and drink to do her will.” ‘To Elizabeth, he said, “ Eliza- 
beth, dear child! you are volatile: it appears not to flow from ill in- 
tention, but inconsideration. Love your dear mother, who has been 
your kind nurse and instructor; look to her for advice and instruction, 
and endeavor to overcome that volatile disposition. It may prove the 
ruin of your soul.” ‘The connexion between himself and the people 
of his charge occurring to his mind, he said, “'I'ell my dear people 
that I sincerely love them, and have sincerely tried to promote their. 
best good. My services have been poor at best, but I believe I have 
endeavered to preach the Gospel to them with fidelity. This, and 
other things, respecting them, and my own soul, 1 must leave to the 
judgment of the great day.” 

“ Atone o'clock he said, “I do fervently desire to depart soon and 
be with Christ ;—but the will of the Lord be done. I feel very safe 
in his hands.” At half after one, he requested Mr. H , to pray 
with him; and although he was in great distress,a calm acquiescence 
was discoverable and accompanied him in his fervent commitment of 
his soulto God. He soon after said “ I hope God will bless my dear 
flock of a family, and family of a flock.” ‘That sympathy in the sor- 
rows of others, which always shone in his character, discovered itself 
to the last: seeing my grief—he said—“My poor child! you secm 
very much bowed down.” On a hope being expressed, that we miglit 
all meet in heaven, he said, “I hope we shall; do all commend me, a 
poor dying sinner, to the infinite mercy of God, through Christ.”— 
To one of his friends he said—*“ Oh, 1 am sorry I have uot been more 
faithful to you and yours.” The reply was, “ Mr. Hooker, you have 
been faithful, you have discharged your duty.” After this he said, 
“J hope and trust my standing before God will be blessed. I have 
some desire to go. 1am assured that great joys are laid up for the 
blessed, and those joys I hope to share abundantly, through the grace 
and mercy of Christ. I hope this people will be kind one to another, 
and never suffer any more roots of bitterness to spring up and trouble 
them.” At halfpast two he again requested Mr, H to pray with 
and for him, and for his dear family and people. After this he closed 
his eyes, and appeared very calm, though distressed with difficulty of 
breathing. In about five minutes he roused up and said, with great 
solemnity, “1 am now ready te be offered, and the time of my depar- 
ture is at hand; I trust I have fought the good fight, that I have kept 
the faith, and that henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge shall give me in that 
day—I hope to have an abundant entrance to the heavenly inherit- 
ance, through the merits of Jesus, the blessed Redeemer.” After- 
wards—* J believe I am ready to go; Godonly knows; with Him I 
leave myself, these few moments that remain.” A hymn being read 
on beholding God’s face in a said, “Oh IT hone with all my 
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heart to realize His presence.” Mr. I , who seems made to at- 
tend a dying bed, read to him in the Eartford hymns from the 172d, 
“Tis Jesus calls my soulaway,’ tothe 174th. He then said, w ill 
you read “ ] love thy kingdom, Lord.” He wished to sce his ne ighbors, 
and, when they came to his bed-side, he enjoined perseverance in the 
Christian race. He was very desirous to depart and to be with Christ, 
and cried out, “ Come, Lord Jesus; come quickly, and take me home 
to thyself.” He continued to discover the most lively views of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and longed to be there. He repeated passages 

from several hymus, all ex pressive of the joys of the redeemed, in the 
world tocome. Mamma in repeating—‘ Jesus can make a dying 
bed,” &c. made a slight mistake, which he corrected, and finished the 
verse himself; repeating the last linc—‘ And breathe my life out 
sweetly there,” with great emphasis. He again express¢ a an earnest 
wish to be with the Savior, but repeated his entire acquic scence in the 
divine will. Sometime before this, he expressed a hope that his peo- 

ple would not forget his dear wife and family. Looking at Elizabeth, 

he said, “ Poor weeping child! I hope you will love God more than 
earthly parents; Heis able to support and protect you.” 

‘“ At three o ‘clock, he wished to have bricks laid round him. The 
nurse thought it would produce no good effect; but I Knew that ether 
and bricks “had, in a few instances, been used to.a good purpose, and 
he evidently was anxious that it shauld be done, T believe he wish- 
ed to live for our sakes. After this he became a little warm; and 
there was less of that cold sweat. He asked for Aunt T.: when she 
came to the bed he said, “ Tell Alla-Mary, that L love her, but the 

most important thing is, that she should love Jesus Christ—and that I 
wish her to remember, that the world is full of snares.” After a little 
while he said, ‘ Oh how would my heart be strengthe ned, could nry 
feet at this maenent enter the gates of the heave nly city! I said, } 
hope we shall meet in heaven: he answ ered, “I have a pags times 
sincerely desired it, my dear—if this proves an instructive scene to 
you, it will be a happy thing; I hope it willbe sc to Edward and to 
Elizabeth. Ob, my family ‘and friends, what will become of them— 


they little know the distress of these parting scenes My mother re- 
plied—don’t be troubled about us; we shall be prov vide d for. Ch, 
‘es! God willtake care of you.” After this my mother and I day 


down for half an hour. When we returned, we found the physicians 
there. ‘They gave him brandy and cther, mixed. He seemed gratc- 
ful for every little attention, and always said, thank you to his watch- 
ers ang nurse for every teaspoon-full, even as long as he was able te 
speak. 

At about eight o’clock, though his sufferings were diminished, yet 
his face was expressive of great agony ; but he w as pleasant and pa- 
tient. His eyes were very large—the pupil distended, and the white 
very yellow; his whole countenance was pale—and, not merely that, 
death was upon it. Mamma and 1 both asked him, if he knew us; he 
seemed much surprised, and said to each——“ Why my dear,1 know 
you as well as ever I did!” After this he exclaimed, “God bless m 


dear wife and children.” Mr. H—— read to him the eighth chapter 
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5 Biography. 91 
of Romans, and asked him if he died in this faith. He answered, “i 
should have no solid grouad for a hope of happiness, were I now to 
turn about and reject it.’ From this time until his death, I sat upon 
the right side of the bed and held his dear hand, which he once took 
away, and then returned to me. Ll asked him if he would sead his love 
to Edward; he said —* Oh, certainly !” Atelevey o’clock he expir- 
ed without a struggle. At the moment, he became black, but in less 
than half an hour, he was the most natural, placid, and beautiful 
corpse Lever saw. 1 believe I was relieved when hie expired, for | 
koew he could not live; and it scarcely seemed desirable to detain the 
struggling spirit, when its sufferings were so great: Dr. ‘I’. says they 
were far greater than are common. 

“Thadachill after twelve o'clock on Monday, and as my predispo- 
sitiou to fever was very strong, | complied with the wishes of the phy- 
sician, aud denied myself the sad pleasure of attending even the pray- 
er below. On ‘Tuesday morning, I beheld for the last time the dear 

beautiful piece of clay—so lately animated by the gentlest spirit. Oh. 
my dear A it required all my fortitude to deny myself the mel- 
ancholy satisfaction of attending his remains to their long home. 

‘Ihe colors in the harbor were half mast high, business was SUs- 
peanem and our friends generally wore badges of mourning. I am 

tus particular about these comparatively trifling circunistances, be- 
cause I know they will be to you, as they were to us, gratifying, as 
testimonies of affectionate respect. Dr. Strong preached an excellent 
sermon, which is to be printed. In giving the character of my lament- 
ed father, he quoted these lines an Cowper—* Would I describe a 
preacher such as Paul,” &c. 

“If sympathy could heal this wound it would be healed; for we 
have received every mark of tenderness. Our good Mr. H. was a 
great support to my dying father, and to us all. 

‘¢ Mamma has been supported in this trial beyond almost any in- 
stance lever knew. ‘lhey have been lovely and pleasant in their 
lives— 

“I could write you as much more; but you would not expect it of 
me yet, 





Yours affectionately, 
Mary A. Hooxer.. 


The following inscription was placed on a plain, neat, marble mon- 
ament: 
In memory of ; 
Rev. ASAHEL HOOKER: 
Born Aug. 29th, 1762: 
Died April 19th, 1813. 
He was 18 years the beloved Pastor 
of the church in Goshen: dismissed 
for want of health: installed over the 
church in Chelsea, January 16th, 1812. 
Constant in his Master’s service, 
He affectionately sought by 
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Reiigious Conmunications. Maren, 
precept and example to win souls 
to Jesus; and finished his public 
labors with this injunction: 
“ Be ye doers of the word and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own souls.” 


—— ED | | a ———— 


Religious Communications. 


ON THE HAPPINESS OF THE ADVANCED CHRISTIAN. 


ReEw1GIon is ornamental, and advantageous, and necessary, in every 
period of human life. It exalts and adorns the character in youth. 
It fortifies the heart against the wiles and the seductions of tempta- 
tion, it is the surest guide, and it will prove the strongest safe-guard 
against vice and folly, in that unwary and perilous season. Light 
as the heart then is, and many as are the sources of joy in a world, in 
which every thing is new, and which God has made so fair, religion 
has enjoyments to impart, which even the young should be reluctant 
to forego. And liable as all constantly are, whether in youth, or in 
age, soon and suddenly to be hurried into eternity, no language can 
with adequate emphasis declare the infatuation of that man, who dis- 
regards religion, since, dying with his present character, heaven is 
lost, and the soul plunged in misery, excruciating and remediless. 

But, valuable and important as religion, to the dispassionate mind, 
must appear, at every stage of human life, it seems peculiarly requi- 
site in age. It isan obvious dictate of common sense, that a long life 
should not have glided by, without impressing lessons of wisdom on 
the mind, and lessons of virtue on the heart. The mind ought long 
since, all must at once distinctly discern, to have awaked to the knowl- 
edge and the pursuit of its best interests, and the heart to have disen- 
gaged its affections from vanity and sin, and to have fixed its warmest 
regard on holiness and heaven. Year after year ought not to have 
passed along, till old age has come on, and the eye be yet fastened on 
the trifles of the world and the soul be still enslaved to its corruptions, 

and a stranger to the views, the spirit and the hopes of piety. A man, 
who has reached the decline of life, whose hoary locks declare, that 
he has lived long, and whose tottering steps, emaciated frame, and sight- 
less eyes announce, that he has not now long to live, and who is still 
destitute of religion, is not only a character, which reason will infornt 
us ought not to be found ; he is one, at which shame may well blush 
and pity weep. It is humbling to discover, that such is the perversc- 
ness of our nature, that a whole and a protracted life may pass away,and 
fail to render piety an inmate of the heart, fail to awaken the soul to 
reflexion and to recal it from the ways of guilt and folly, and from 
the paths of ruin. Jt affords a mortifying view of man to see so much 
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experience enjoyed in vain, to behold so many means of improvement 

conferred to n0 purpose, and to witness so extended an opportunity of 
becoming wise, and virtuous, and devout, and happy, fail of ensuring 
the invaluable end. Such asight is not only humiliating ; it is one at 
which the heart must bleed. If, ine the whole compass of human ob- 
servation, there be a melaucholy object, an object so deplorable that it 
may justly demand tears of blood, it is an old man, indulging the vices 
and follies of his youth and clinging eagerly to the pleasures of the 
world, wasting the hitle remnant which is left him, of a mispent life, 
throwing prodigally away that short season, which divine mercy yet 
a:iows him to prepare for heaven, and tottering on the verge of the 
crave, reckless of all, that awaits him in that eternity, into which he 
must so soon pass. Itis a gloomy task to think how soon he must 
hear the summons, so terrible to the faithless soul, Give an aceount o 

thy stewardship ; how soon he must go to answer for the long day of 
grace, which he has wasted, for the offer and the means of salvation, 
which he has slighted, for the various mercies, which he has abused, 
and for the talents which he has buried in iguoble and guilty sloth, or 
prostituted to the service of sin and made the izstruments of mischief 
aud ruin to those, whose happiness and salvation he was bound to seek. 
It is amouruful employment to consider how near he is to that fearful 
catastrophe, by which he will be completely and forever shorn of 
hope and joy, and cousigned to that state of unmingled and unutterabte 

wretchedness, compared with whose tremendous woes, life’s keenest 

pains are ease and its heaviest anguish, delight. 

These dismal and heart-rending anticipations, may be obviated and 
the compassionate and benevolent mind relieved and consoled, if, even 
late in life, religion should be embraced. The individual, who even 
then, after such extreme and pcrilous delay, becomes a follower of 
Christ, may, when he leaves the world, be followed by the imagination 
to the realms of light, and purity, and bliss, not tracked down to the 
regions of darkness and despair. Hissun wil! not go down in gloom. 
‘Though it has been veiled in a cloud, through all his progress from his 
cradle to his grave, it shines forth, and cheers and brightens the hour of 
his departure. But, there will still be much, even then, left to regret. 
‘he mind must and will rejoice, that after running so fearful a risk, by 
neglecting religion so long, he has at last died in safety aud gone to 
the rest of the blessed. But, who can help reflecting, how desirable 
it was, that religion should have been possessed long since, that it 
might have governed, and adorned, and sanctified the progress of life 
as well as have gilded and blessed its close? It will be a subject of 
deep and bitter regret to its possessor, as well as to others, that piety 
is enjoyed by him at a season, too late to allow its benign influence to 
be felt by his fellow-men ; that it is enjoyed at a period, when he can 
no longer be useful to the world, and when the oniy work left him to 
lo, is te die. When he traces back his past course, with what heart- 
felt anguish the retrospect must be attended, and how gladly he would 
be able to blot out forever the record of his days, and to begin his ca- 
reeranew. The review of his life presents to the eye a dreary path, 
net enlightened by a single circumstance to reader the survey delight- 
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fol. While nothing appears to yield pleasure, much: meets the view to 
wring the heart with remorse and w eigh it down with scrrow.— 
“There,” as he goes through the melancholy task of tracing his prog. 
ress along in life, he must say, “ [ madly neglected a bright opportuni- 
ty of being eminentty uscful. ‘I'here, 1 was guilty of the foul ete 
ty of exerting myself to hold others back from piety. There, I stand 
chargable with the more atrocious offence of pervertiag their coucep- 
tions of duty, of deadcning their sense of Ms obligations, and of enticing 
them into sin.” Perhaps, as he passes along, he may have occasion to 
say, “There I initiated in the principles of infidelity and irreligion, and 
trained to hardihood in iniquity some, who have long since gone to 
their account “ with all their imperfections on their heads,” and, there, 
1 corrupted others, who, though living, it is beyortd my power to re- 
claim. ‘lhrough the whole of life,” “he must feel with unutterable 
poignancy and admit with the bitterest grief, “my example and my 
uifiuence have been employed ina manner hostile to religion, hostile 
to the honor of my God and my Saviour, and hostile to the eternal 
happiness of my fellow creatures.” The consciousness, which num- 
bers have felt, of having done irreparable mischief, has haunted them 
through life, has imbittered all their days, and saddened with the dep- 
est gloom a dying hour. 

With regard to the genuineness of his religion, who has visibly be- 
come a follower of the Savior in advanced age, the sound and 
considerate christian will have many a painful reflection and experi- 
ence mapy an harrassing fear. Earnestly wili he wish, that such an 
one had an opportunity ‘of fulfilling his pious and holy resolutions 
more completely in practice, of bringing into full exercise his Chris- 
tian principles, and of testing, in actual life, the truth and solidity ot 
his regard for God, and of his attachment to holiness. He knows fuil 
well the deccitfulness of the heart, and he fears to pronounce it good, 
till be has seen the incontestibly good things, which proceed from it. 
He dares not proceed so precipitately, as to affirm the tree to be good, 
till he has had an opportunity of determining, that its fruit is unequiv- 
ecally good. 

But, the most torturing apprehensions will agitate the mind of the 
individua 1 himself, who late in life has become hopefully a votary of 
religion. Ifhe reflect at all, and the pious soul is not a stranger to 
reflection, and, if he be aware ofthe desperate depravity of human 
nature and of the extreme exposure of the human heart to selfdecep- 
tien, and of this the christian is not insensible, he must tremble with 
apprehension, when he remembers, that he has had no opportunity of 
determiiing in real life the nature of that change, which, he humbly 
hopes, has passed upon him, and the soundness of that piety, on which 
he stakes his soul. In what manner can he rationally assure himself, 
that all the renovation, which he has undergone, has not been effected 
by the hand of time ? How can he decisively ascertain that his evil 
passions are any thing more, than chilled by the frost of age? How 
can he gain a firm assurance, that the fire of hell is extinguished i in his 

heart, and not merely smothered beneath the infirmities of years, and 
that. afford it an opporiunity, it would pot now burst out iato a flame ? 
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Religecus Communications. 85 
How can he sccure to himself confidence, strong and well grounded, 
th: at, if place: | back in early life, he would not act the same thought- 
less, and irreligious, and guilty part, which marked and dishonored 
his youthful days? ‘The religion of age, and that of sickne 8S, it is 
obvious, are likely to be much of the same character. Aud how of- 
ten it is the fact, that the re ligion, which looked fair and seemed sub- 
stantial in the day of sickness, withers and dies with returning health ? 
if he, who becomes seemingly a christian in age, reflect with attention 
and seriousness, from various sources he will find occasion for appre- 
hension and alarm. ‘I'here is noslight reason to fear, that, in dread- 
ful uncertainty with regard to his character and his final ‘denti ly, he 
must live, and that, in the same agonizing uncertainty, he wilh at last 
be summoned to meet his judge, and to hear his doom. 

With these considerations before them, the writer of this paper 
would earnestly exhort all, and especially the young, by embracing 
religion now, to save themselves not only from the fearful hazard of 
everlasting ruin, which attends delay, but also to preserve themselves 
from the poignant and unavailing regret, and the torturing suspence, 
to which those are peculiarly liable, and are often subjected, who be- 
come christians late in life. Shun reserving for your heavenly fa- 
ther, your divine sovercign, your unwear ied and gencrous beneface 
tor ae your final judge, oniy the dregs of your ear thly cxistence, 
merely the miserable gleanings of a mispent life, solely the paltry re- 
fuse of sin and the world. Beware of indu lging the monstrous persua- 
sion, or of acting under its influence, that it will be time enough to 
direct your attention to religion, when, as you may projancly suppose, 
you shall be fit for nothing else ; ; that it will besoon enough to think 
of God and heaven, when sin and the world can be puisued no longer. 
Consecrate yourselves now to God, and enlist yourselves now among 
the followers of Christ, resolving, with a deliberate and settled pur- 
pose, that, if allowed to live and grow oid, you will grow oid in the 
ways of godliness and in the service of your Savior, and that,as you 
ripen in years, you will ripen for glory. 

An old age, adorned witha mature and a consistent picty, is digni- 
fied and honourable. The hoary head is a crown of gicry, if % be found 
in the way of righicousiess. A man vich in ycers, but mere rich in 
moral and religious excellence, is a character, on whom every eye 
must look with respect, and whose condition, might envy ever enter 
the buman breast, mightjustly be envied by every mind. te has 
srounds of support, more stable, and scurces of consolation, more re- 
freching, than any other character on earth can claim. i be look 
back upon his past life, though the view bez abasing, it must cheer and 
encourage. He ean see, mins sjed with manifeld defects and with grieve 
ous sins, some zeal for the giorvy of God, some exe rticns in the service 
of Christ, and some instances of sulsts ntial benefit, conferred on his fel- 
low-men. He can discover such a iife, as religion pure and undchied 
slone could have produced. He, therefore, can rationally eiujoy the 
full and satisfying peace ard the joyous confidence. which spring frem 
reflecting, that his religion has been tried, and ihet iis fruits bave es- 
tablished its valuable character. Jf he look up to Ged. itis witha 
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96 Religious Communications. Marcn, 
firm and triumphant reliance on his love. “The God,” |:e cin exulting- 
ly say, “ to whom I devoted. the spring of life, wiil not forsake me 
now in the winter of my days. He, to whom I consecrated the ardor 
and activity of youth, and the vigor of manhood, will not abandon me 
now, when I am old and grey headed. . He, whom I have ioved and, 
in some faint and feeble degree, have labored to honor and to serve in 
this world, will not leave me forlorn and wretched in eternity. In that 
new province of his empire, to which death will soon remove me, he 
will be still my friend. He will be more; he will be my soul-satisfy - 
‘ing, and my unfailing portion.” 

W hen we contemplate such a character, not without reason may our 
souls covet to be in his soul’s stead. He is the laborer, whose day of 
toil, and hardship, and sorrow is well-nigh past. ‘The evening is at 
hand, when he willretire to rest, and receive the wages of his faithful 
service. He is the mariner, whose voyage is almost completed. He 
has weathered every storm, he has shunned every rock and escaped 
every whirlpool. He has nearly done with labor, and privation, and 
suffering, and he is about entering the haven, where uninterrupted 
peace, and complete and everlasting joy shall be his, He is an exile 
almost arrived at home. Long and tedious has been his way. Rough 
has the road often been, which he has travelled; thorns and briers 
have beset his path, and many and painful have been his wounds.— 
But through every obstruction and amidst every difficulty, he has per- 
severed; and he has now reached the borders of the country of his af- 
fections and his hopes. Soon will he enter the blissful region, and its 
unknown and inconceivable delights be fully and forever his own.— 
He is the soidier, who has endured many a long and sevcre campaign, 
who has boldly encountered numerous and formidable dangers, and 
resolutely maintained his ground in many a hard-fought battle. Mark- 
ed with many an honourable sear, the hoary veteran is going to mect 
the warm applause of his leader, and to receive the glorious rewards 
of his sovereign. 

Compared with those of the hoary-headed servant of Christ, how 
poor, trivial and contemptible is the distinction, which youth, beauty, 
talents, wealth and honors shed around their possessor? And how 
much more is the condition of the aged christian tobe coveted, mark- 
ed as he is for the grave and standing as he does on the very verge of 
eternity, than that of those, who are entering life, under circumstances 
which afford the brightest promise and create the warmest admiration 
and the strongest envy ? The one has fought the battle, and the crown 
of victory almost glitters on his brow. The other has just commenc- 
ed the contest. The one has well-nigh finished the journey of life.—~ 
‘he other has the wilderness still stretching far and wide before him. 
The one is just entering the long desired haven. 'l'he other has ter- 
pests, and billows, and rocks to brave, and the hardships and perils of 
a long and dangerous voyage to encounter. Honoreble, then, are the 
distinctions and glorious are the privileges of an old disciple. 

But signal as are the honors, and peculiar as is the felicity of the 
disciple, who has grown grey in the service of Christ, let us engage 
fo his service and be faithful in our adherence to him, and short wilt 
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be the period, which will intervene, even should we not be sooner dis- 
missed to rest, before old age will overtake us, and we shall inherit all 
the blessings of those, whose lives, even to hoary age, have been de- 
voted to their Redeemer. Inthe decline of life, when bowed down 
beneath infirmities and weakness, and when sinking into the grave, we 
shall feel with deeper sensibility the wisdom of our choice, in embra- 
cing religion and exult with livelierjoy in the happiness of our con- 
dition. And whenthe hoary sinner is called to answer for a long 
hife of guilt, for years on years of probation wasted, for privileges 
misemployed, and for talents, concealed and useless, or exerted only 
for purposes of guilt and mischief, we shall go to meet the approbation 
of our judge, and to enter Zion above, nth songs and e¢perlasting joy 
upon our heads. 


—2+o~ 
ON HARMLESSNESS. 


Nothing is more common, than for mankind to entertain grossly de- 
fective opinions of the extent of their duty. Kent on securing to 
themselves the utmost licence, and eager to shun the disquietude of 
fear and the compunctions of remerse, itis not to be expected, that 
they should establish very rigid rules of conduét. To the lawless 
spirit of the human mind, to the wayward passions of the human heart, 
we may safely attribute the lax principles of morality and religion, 
which are current in :he world. Among these may deservedly be 
yanked the notion, which no small number seem te adopt, that, if they 


‘are inoffensive, although few, or none be rendered, by their influence 


and efforts either wiser, or better, or happier, they are scarcely, if at 
all, liable to censure. It seems, jn the estimation of net a few,to be 
no trivial attainment to donoharm. Beyond that poiat, they feed 
themselves under no necessity of proceeding. If their possessions, and 
endowments, and acquisitions are not made the instruments of mischief 
to those around them, they consider themselves as hardly chargeabie 
with guilt, although the whole be exclusively employed asthe means 
@ individual emolument, and of colitary and selfish gratification,— 
But, upon this subject, scripture, as well as reason, establishes a dif- 
ferent standard of belief, and prescribes a different course of practice. 
‘he word of God distinctly teaches us, that we were not called inte 
being, endowed with capacities, and entrusted with various and am- 
ple means, of promoting the glory of God, of subserving the welfare 
of others, and of securing and advancing our own holiness and happi- 
ness, and placed in a world, where fresh and urgegt eccasions are con- 
tiaually occurring to call, into exercise and employment, all our pow- 
ers and possessions ;—it teaches us, that we were not created, thus 
nobly gifted, and vlaced in a world like this, merely to lounge away 
life ‘* in shapeless® and unprofitable “ idleness,” or to waste our time 
and squander the blessings of an indulgent Providence in the enjoy- 
ment of vain amusements, or the pursuit of fleeting and frivolous pleas» 


ures. We are bound, salemnly neni to he assiduously apd Iphogi- 
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| HPN ously active, aix! active in effecting those great purposes, for which 
My God gave us being, and which he has qualified us to accomplish. ‘I'v 
] i him we are amenable for the employment of the talents, with which we 


are endowed, and of the blessings, which have been conferred upon us. 
We are the servants, to whom Christ, the Lerd of all, entrusts his 
propeity, and to whom he says, Occupy, tii [ come. "These are the 
1 terms, on which we receive every favour. ‘This is the charter, by 
WH which we hold every blessing. 
Hl tis a delusion, and, if adhered to, must prove a fatal delusion, to 
imagine, that to be inoffensive is enuugh to fulfil the claims of duty, 
yi cnough to ward off guilt and ruin, and to ensure safety and happiness, 
Bit There are, strictly speaking, no individuals, who may justly be de- 
nominated harmless characters, no individuals, who occupy a neutral 
region between the dominions of holiness and the territories of sin, no 
HW individuals, who maintain an intermediate station between an adhe- 
\, rence to religion and a subjection to guilt, no individuals, finally, whe 





| Hit are neither the friends and servants of God, nor the dupes and votaries 
iH | of iniquity. ‘There are, indeed, many individuals, who derive strong 
HII consolation, and elevated and confident hepes from the idle and falla- 
| cious opinien, which they have adopted, that they have done no mis- 
anil chief. When told ofthe certain ruin ef the ungodly, when pointed te 
| 
} 

















that terrible retribution, which is coming upon all, who are strangers 
to religion, they at once lull apprehension asleep by replying, that this 


if fearful doom cannot be theirs; that so awful a destiny they do not 
Hi) merit; for, they never injured any-body, they have never dene any harm 


Were the allegation well founded, this were, indeed, far better than 
to have spread pollution and misery around them, and to have been 
nuisances to society and curses to all those, within the sphere of their 
acquaintance and intercourse. ‘Ihe sinner, who sinks in ruin, loaded 
with the least degree of guilt, willreceive the mildest doom, ard ex- 
perience the lightest share of anguish. He,onthe other hand, who 
has added enormity to enormity, and piled offence upon offence, who 
has been the patron of iniquity, and made it his delight and his busi- 
ness to diffuse licentiousness of principle and profligacy of life, and 
who, leagued with hell to work their ruin, has, tothe utmost ef his 
power, tempted and seduced and destroyed his fellow-men, will meet, 
from the stern sveager of human guilt, a fate exactly proportioned te 
the extent of his d-merit, a reward altegether adequate to that mon- 
strous measure of sin, with which he has burdened his soul. 

Still, however, the opinion, that to haveled an inoffensive and 
harmless life, will exempt from final cendemnation and save from ruin 
is a delusion, and a delusiov, which has kept, it is to be suspected, mul- 
titudes in fatal security: They could not see their course marked 
with the ebullitions of the dark and direful passions of the buman 
heart, and their lives clouded with the perpetration of gross and appai- 
ling crimes. "hey have, therefore, been inclined to look upon the. 

tenor of their conduct as rising at least to the rank of innocence, and, 
“nstéad of surveying it with remorse and alarm, they have been able 


‘fo roviemplate it with ro little composure and self-complacency. 
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heft are many, who are startled at evest transgressions, at posi- 
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tive and gross cnormitics, who seem to experience little remorse, or 
apprebepsion pews from on ‘sgions, merely frem the disregard of 
the claims ot duty. From ope. irveligion, aud profaneness they slirink 
back with terror; while from the negiect of every expression of picty, 
aud of every form aud act of devotion, they sutter, if any, but slight 
and occasional uneasiness. From the bold and impious denunciation 
of christianity, as false and worthless, they would, with the highest 
solicitude, refrain. Atthe thought ofsuch extreme and daring guilt, 
their hearts would tremble. ‘Their conscience would take the alarin. 
and their feelings would revolt. ‘This religion, however, whose au- 
thority they seem so much to reverence, and whose value they would 
be thought so highiy to estimate, they disregard. ‘“o its invitations 
they turn a deaf ear, its offers they slight and the various duties, — 
it prescrives they forbear to discharge. ‘There are many, avery larg 
port.on of whese guilt is made up of deficenci ies, and neglec ts, and omis- 
sious. These not striking the mind with force as fou! ly criminal, and 
not occasioning a high sense of danger, conscience is not roused, tlie 
self -complacenc cy of “their minds is not destroyed, or enfeebled, nor arc 
their fears excited. 'Uhey often look upon themselves as well-nigh, if 
not absolutely innocent, and, therefore, they indulge a fond persuasion, 
that they cannot be so guilty, that they deserve tosink in perdition, 
aud that odious injustice only could doom them to future wretched- 
jess. 
sut, far different is the doctrine, which the sacred scriptures ad- 
vance. Widely remote from netions, like these, are the principles 
which the word of God establishes. Omissions are there brought for- 
ward as sins. Deficiences are there exhibited as wearing the plain- 
est and most marked features of guilt. 
in the process of the final judgment, as it is distinctly, and solemn- 
ly described by the Saviour hiinself, omissions are brought forward, 
and omissions simply are brought forward, against those, who are tiie 
objects of God’s abhorrence, as the ground of “their condemnation. On 
account of neglects and deficiencies cnly, they are sentenced to an ev- 
eripating banishment from his presence, and toan utter and endless ex- 
clusion from the joys of his kingdom. Deparl from ime, ye cursid, 
sap everlasting fire, prepared for lhe devil ‘and his angels. = What 
heaveu-daring atrocities call forth a doom so appalling and tremend- 
ous, a doom, at which the stoutest heart must melt, and hope and hap- 
piness wither and expire forever? You shall hear. For I was an 
Angered, and ye gave me nomeat: I was thersty, and ye gave me no 
drink: Imas a wrnener and ye took me notin: naked and ye cloth- 
od me not: sick and in prison and ye visited menot. The languace 
of holy writ is, T'o him, thet knoneth to do good, and docth i not to 
himit is sin. And notto know what is the will of heaven, what is 
the dictate of duty, because we are too heedless of right and wrong, or 
too indolent, ever to inquire, wien the means of ample and correct in- 
formation lie immediately beider us, and are scattered, in profusion, on 
every side, or because, from our uahallowed passions, our guilty pur- 
poses, and our profligate habits, we choose to remain wrapped up in 
darkuess, that we may sin with “# opposition, and reluctance, and 
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ioa Religrous Comittdricalien® Manck;, 
pain, that we may sin without remorse, and anxiety, is ignorance of so 
offensive and culpable a character, that it cannot screen us from guilt, 
that it cannot rescue us from perdition. It must leave us to meet the 
fate of the rebellious servant, who knew his Lord’s will, and commit 
ted offences worthy of stripes, and was adjudged to be beaten with 
many stripes; For, narrow is the separation between knowing, and 
having it completely in our power toknow. Weare expressly com- 
manded not only to abhor that, which is evil, but also to cleave to 
that, which is good. We are directed to cease to do evil; but this 1d 
not all, which is enjoined. We are commanded, by the same sacred 
authority, to learn to do well. ‘The divine law is not merely a code 
of prohibitions. It as strongly requires virtue, as it forbids vice. It 
as absolutely enjoins holiness, as it prohibits sin. According to the 
explanation of an infallible expositor, the command; Thou shalt have 
no other Ged before me, renders it our solemn and indispensable duty 
to love the Lord; our God supremely, to love him with all the heart, 
and soul, and mind, and strength; and the injunctions, which forbid 
trespasses upon the rights, and injuties to the happiness of our fellow- 
men, demand pure, and warm, and efficient benevolence. And, how 
can it but be criminal, and criminal to an awful extent, and dangerous 
in the same high degree, in which it is criminal, to leave, buried in 
forgetfulness and neglect, the sacred duties, which we owe to the God 
that formed, and preserves, and blesses us, whose we are, and whom 
we are bound to serve; tothe Saviour, who died to redeem us; to 
mavkind,.to whom the ties of a common nature bind us; and to our 
own souls, whose welfare we are required highly to prize, and whose 
highest interests, we are obligated earnestly to pursue ? 

Omissions, then, are not innocent and harmless. They are exhibit- 
ed as sins in the sacred volume. They are regisiered, as sins, in the 
book of God's remembrance, and finally, they will, at last, in the aw- 
ful solemnities of the judgment, be produced as sins, against those, 
on whom they are chargeable, and they will concur, with their other 
guilt, in ensuring their condemnation and their ruin. 

Of whom is the barren fig-tree an embiem? Of the characters and 
lives of what class of mankind does it present a just and lively pic- 
ture ? Surely no eye can be so blinded, no sight so jaundiced, as _ not; 
at once, to perceive that it is the exact and faithful representative of 
those, ho have,as they think and boast, done no harm, and who re- 
ly for an interest in the divine favour, on the opinion, which they have 
imbibed, that no one is the worse for them, that they have not been, at 
all, noxious to the world. The barren fig-tree, could it have spoken in 
its own defence, might with equal truth have alledged, that it had done 
no harm. It had been simply useless. It had merely occupied a space, 
which might have been more advantageously filled. It had only tak- 
en up that spot, in which a productive tree might have stood. It had 
not, like the fabled Upas, spread sterility and death around it. It had 
not been a baleful plant, poisoning every better production near it, 
withering its growth, despoiling it of its loveliness, and blasting its 
fruits. But how is the barren fig-tree regarded by its owner? Is 
cumbering the ground esteemed entirely harmless ? On the other hand, 
it is deemed a fault ef tlre most offensive character, and cajls forth 
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the fearful sentence, Cut it down. A reprieve is indeed, in mercy, 
granted, and an additional period, in which it may yield fruit, is gra- 
ciously allowed. But its doom, unless it changes its character, is um 
altered. If unproductive still, it must fall, aod fall unpitied and ab- 
horred. Look at the barren fig-tree, ye, who exult in the belief of 
our harmlessness, behold an image of yourselves, and tremble. 

Hon, exclaims the Apostle, shall wwe escape, of we neglect so great 
salvation? His enquiry is not, How shall we escape, if we vik 
ify, deride, aud scorn so great salvation ? He simply asks, How shall 
we escape, if we neglect? It is not necessary, then, in order to our 
undoing, that we become infidels and blasphemers. It is not requisite, 
that we may sink ourselves in hell, that we pronounce the gospel of 
Christ a fable, that we ridicule its author, that we inveigh against its 
truths, or that we treat, with contumely and abuse, its duties and its 
friends. Carelessness, indifferenée and neglect will effectually and in- 
fallibly accomplish that most sad and deplorable of all achievements, 
the perdition of our souls. _It is not needful, in order that we may 
perish, that we become profligate and debaucheil, fraudulent and in- 
‘urious. ‘The disregard of moral, amd social, and religious duties, 
thouzh it proceed no further, than bare neglect, will assuredly cut us 
off from the favor of God, and from the atiainment of heavenly bliss. 
We may be sober, honest and industrious, and, in our general deport- 
ment, so correct and exemplary, that the world may loudly applaud us, 
as amiable, and excellent, and almost faultless characters, and stil], on 
account of our disregard of God, our ignorance and neglect of reli- 
sion, and the entire absence of a pious and devotional temper, we be. 
finally shut out of heaven, as unholy, as unfit for that pure region, 
since, alike unqualified to unite in its services and unprepared to parti- 
cipate in its joys. 

‘\'o be inoffensive and harmiless, is, then, not enough. Those, who 
may watrantably claim this character, as far as any human being may 
claim it, may be deeply guilty and in fearful danger; guilty, because 
they forget and slight a large portion of those dutics, which they are 
most solemnly bound to discharge, and in danger, because such com. 
plicated and enormous guilt rests upon their souls. 

In what terms, and in what spirit, did his Lord address the servant, 
to whom the one talent had been committed? Is his language that 6f-: 
approbation, or indulgence, and his temper that of kindness and affec- 
tion ? He adopts the tone of severe condemnation, and assumes the as- 

ect of stern displeasure. Thow wicked servant, Thou wicked 
and slothful servant, is the language, in which he is addressed. 
W hy are epithets so odious and ahasing lavished upon him? Why is 
he addressed in terms, so austere, and in a spirit, so indignant and 
alarming ? What is the precise nature of that guilt, which he had con- 
tracted ? What are the actual features and the true complexion of that 
iniquity, with which he stood chargeable? Had he expended his 
Lord’s money on trifles and squandered it in folly, or had he prostitu- 
ted it to baser purposes, and wasted it in the perpetration of crimes ? 
Had he made it the means of procuring the gratification of his grovs 
<!ling appetites, and of his licentious and malignant passions? Had he 
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402 Religious Cowanmunications. Marex, 
employed it, as the instrument of diffusing corruption and jovelying 
thousands of those around him in error, and guilt, and wretchedness ? 
No such thing. He had barely neglected to use it at all. He had ons 
ly hid it in a napkin. He had merely buried it in the earth. Still 
this is the man, whom his Lord, when he calls him to a reckoning, pro- 
nounces a wicked and slothful servaat. -This is the man, against 
whom he utters the terrible sentence, And cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness: there shalt be weeping and gnasking of 
teeth. 

Beware, then, of being satisfied with yourselves, because you my 
imagine that you have done no harm; because you have been, in your 
general deportment, inoffensive, and, according to the laws of socicty, 
and, the maxims of the world, virtuous. With deep soliciiude, aud 
with daily and faithful care inquire, whether you truly possess the 
spirit, and whether you actuaily and conscientiously practice the du- 
ties, which christianity requires. Let nothing give yon peace, short 
of the possession, in its reality and excellence, of the christian charac- 
ter, and of the exercise, from the heart, of the various virtues, which 
the gospel of Christ prescribes. Ifyou sit down contented with airy 
thing below this, you will sit down contented with the sentence of cov- 
demuation resting upon your souls; you will slumber onthe verge of 
ruin, and, fearful is the hazard that, when you awake, will find your- 
sclves precipitated in fearful misery, to which there is no end, and 
from which there is no redemption. 

Individuals, who are, in their general conduct, moral and harmless, 
but whose attainmevts proceed no further, than inoffersiveness, and 
outward decorum, are oftenin extreme danger. ‘Shey cherish erro- 
Noous opinions concerning their characters, and they indulge empty 
and delusive hopes of theirsafety. They are guilty of no enormous 
‘rimes, of no gross offences, of no hideous atrocities, which must reus¢ 
conscience to fulfil her office and compel her to condemn, and upbraid, 
:nd threaten. ‘Their tranquility is, therefore, unbroken. They 
dream only of innocence, and of exemption from danger, till, at lengt!:, 
they open their eyes in eternity, and find themselves guilty and ux- 
done. i 

Compared with the condition of such, that of even the vicious and 
abandoned is often hopeful. ‘They cannot deny, cannot palliate their 
guilt. Ifsin lies at the door of any of mankind and if any will finally 
be lost, they cannot avoid admitting, that they are sinners, and that, ox 
the horrors of damnation, they are in imminent danger. Their con- 
science may be touched, and caused to condemn, to reproach and to 
warn. A conviction of guilt may alarm the mind, by bringing hoinc 
a persuasion of its exposure to divine vengeance; and a sense of guilt, 
aud az apprehension of danger may prepare, and constrain the soul to 
welcome with sincerity and joy the offers of divine love, and to have 
recourse, and cordial recourse, to the mercy and grace of the gospel. 

Far be it from me to plead for sin, er to lead any encouragement 
to immorality and irreligion. Sinis ever base and odious; and it is 
with the rankest presumption, agd the most fearful peril, that we per- 
oetrate it, under the monstrous pretence of Anding our way throug) it 
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to holiness and heaven. But, to beings depraved as we are, danger 
lurks in every quarter. Decorum and regularity of conduct, harmless- 
ness and propricty of deportment frequently generate dispositions, 
most offensive to Ged, and most adverse to the spirit and demands of 
the Gospel. ‘hey produce a haughty self-esteem, which scorns be- 
ing indebted to. rich mercy, being dependent on grace totally free, for 
pardon and salvation. ‘They nourish a fancied i innocence, so that all 
the denunciations of the scriptures fail to move, pass by unheeded and 
leave the mind in a state of listless security. Whatever creates falla- 
cious hopes and sustains groundless confidence, is peculiarly hazard. 
ous, whether it be seeming innocence of life, the observances of su- 
perstition, or the strietness and austerity of the sanctimonious. Hence, 


jt often comes to pass, that gross transgressors cmbrace religion, while 


sinners, whose offences are far less exorbitant and notorious, remain 
estranged from piety and salvation. In exact aceordance with this 

sentiment, is the declaration of Christ tothe Jewish chief priesis and 

elders, Verily I say unto you, The publicans and the harlets go into 

the kingdom of God before you. For, John came unto you in the way 

of righteousness, and ye belteved him not ; but the publicans and the 

harlots believed him. ‘heir sad condition. their dark and dreary 

prospect arose from the difficulty of destroying their self-esteem, and 

causing them to think and to feel, that they were guilty and undone; 

while, upon the minds of the others, such a sense of criminality, and of 
danger might, with comparative ease, be impressed. 

Beware, then, of being set at rest with any thing, below the sure 
possession of the christian character, the decided influence of christian 
rotives, the lively exercise of christian feelings, and the full, and vig- 

orous and faithful performance of christian duties. 

Those, »who build their hope upon the fact, that they have not 
deen profligate and vicious, that they have not been licentious and 
vrofane, and that they have not been injurious to their acquaintance, 
mischievous to society and noxious to the world, fix the basis, on 
which they rely, upon the sand, or even worse, on emptiness. The fab- 
ric, which they are rearing, however fair and seemingly substantial, 
will inevitably fall, and fearful is the hazard, that it will bury them 
inits ruins. Let them fix their eye upon the slothful servant and 
shudder at the thought, that his doom may be theirs; Cast ye, the 
unprofitable servant into euter darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 

Justly, then, may all be powerfully urged to constant, scrupulous 
and vigorous exertion in the cultivation and employment of all their 
powers, and in the use of all their advantages) The account which 
vou must at last give will be strict andawful. Many and inestima- 

ble are your privileges, and aggravated and enormous will be your 
guilt and sincularly tevetiile your destiny, if you are found slothful 

servants. But most glorious and blessed will be your condition, if, 
approaching the Supreme tribunal at the final day, one and another 
can humbly say, Lord, thy pcund kath gained ten ‘pounds ; Lord, thy 
pound hath gctned five pounds ; and can receive the eslogium of your 
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judge, Wel’ done, good and faithful servant: enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord. 

But, none need despair. Although the reckoning, to which we shal! 
be summoned, be strict and alarming, it is not unjust. The slothful ser- 
vant was not condemued,because he had not received a larger allotment 
of his Lord’s property. [t will not be the extent of our talents, or the 
number and value of the blessings, which haye been assigned us, which 
will determine our final senteace. Use well and faithfully, then, in 
the fear of God, and with your eye fixed onthe tremendous day of 
account, yeur endowments and your advantages, and you need ng 
fear, be they ever so few and ever so inconsiderable- 


“**Fis not the measure of your powers, 
To which th’ eternal meed is given, 
’Tis wasted, or improved hours, ; 
Which farfeit, or secure yoar heaven.” 


—=—D UC aaa 


Selected Articles. 


The following Number of the Essays on the Sabbath was written to aid the 

werful application, made to Congress, at their last session, by various denome 
inations of Christians throughout the United States, to put a stop to the trans. 
portation and opening of the mailon the Sabbath. The main reason, on which 
a refusal to comply with the prayer of the numerout petitions, which loaded the 
table of the House of Representatives, was grounded, has happily ceased to ope- 
rate. We trust, that another, and a more vigorous effort will be made at the 
ensuing session, and we eagerly hope, that the religious public will not remit 
their exertions, till the important object in view shall be secured. That our 
readers may see the grounds of the application, which was made, and be indu- 
ced to affard it, should a similar application be made hereafter, their decided 
countenance and their zealous support, we give the article an insertion'in the 
Adviser. om Ae 


ON THE SABBATH, NO, Iv. 
On carrying the Mail upon the Sabbath. 


Ir it can be madeto appear, that the regular transportation and 
opening of the mail, upon the Lord’s day, interferes, unavoidably and 
extensively, with the appropriate duties of holy time; and that the 

ractice cannot be justified by the plea of necessity ; it will, I trust, 
be admitted, (nay more than admitted,) by all who have any regard 
for the Sabath, that it i¢ a practice, which ought to be discontinued.— 
Does the practice, then interfere with the religious duties of the sac- 
red rest? This is the first point to be considered; and surely, there 
can be no room for doubt, where conclusive facts present themselves, 


“'Phick as the leaves, that gtrow the brooks, 
In Vallombroga.” 
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It will be ccen, ac a shance, thatin a country so extensive as ours, 
nnd one which is eve 7 He intersected’ by post-roads, § ' rec 
very great vumber of drivers and carricrs to transport the mails. All 
these persons have souls to be saver . orflost. Vhelaw of God bind 
them, equally with ethers, to Keep the Sabbath holy. [tis their in- 
dispensabie duty to make ita day of rest from worl. lly employnients, 

and to soend it in the “ public aud private exercises of God's worshi ip. : 

But the existing regulations of the general Post-Office render such an 
observance of the Sabbath, by them, impracticable. ‘hey are re- 
quired to be on the road, when they should be in the house of God, 
in their families, or their closets. 

Thus freed frem the rcstraints, and deprived of the blessings of the 
Lord’s day, they gradually lose w hatever reverence they previous ly 
i for its sacred hours, and divine requirements, The consequences 

re such as might he e xpected. 'The Sabbath being soon forcotte n by 
thee sm, other divine institutions are of course disregarded, and they are 
placed ai a remove, almost liopeless, from the kingdom of heaven. — 
How many pcrsons are employ ed every Sabbath, as mail-carriers, in 
this extensive country, | knew not. The number must certaiuly be 
great. Probably from ten to fifteen mene And ought vot their 
services to be dispensed with if possible? I am sure, that the answer 
of Christian benevolence must be in the affirmative.* 


* Ags we conceive this subject to be incaleulably important, our readers will 
pardon us for adding, by way of note, a few remarks on some of the tupNs, dis- 
cussed by our respected correspondent. 

We mustpremise, that no sdutary effect canbe expected to be prodneed , 
by this discussion, upon the mind of any person, who does not regard religion 
~with seriousness, wal mai as an immortal be! ing whose future destiny is to be 


fixed by the character w hich he forms m tl-is life. Lifidels and sco fers are 
beyond. the reach of the most powerful and decisive arguments on this subject. 
But we make a confident appeal te every person, who meditates with s.cred 


ave upon the value of the human soul;—to cverv person, who beloves 

-yithout helines? xo man shall see the Lord,and that with the obsersance ofthe 
Sabbath are intimately connected all the ordins “ry means of yrace and safvation. 
No such pesson will deem jta light thing, that a thous: ind or fifteen hundecd 
men are statediv employed in sacha manner, as to separate them utteriy fom 
publi ic worship, and to transform them into heathens We are of Opinion, that 
not a single employment, which is tolerate d among us in time of peace, 15 se per. 
fectly hostile to every thing of a serious nature, as is the employment of deivn 
stare-ct naches on the Sabbath, which is an inevitable consequence of esirving 
“he mat! on t! hat d: Ly. Leta voung man be engage -d one year in this en ple bye 
mont, and it is almost certain, that he will be an inveterate Sabbath-breaker 
through hfe, and that his soul will be lost forever. We i cimest certain; tor 
God may interpose and rescue such a man from etesnul death. Neither the 
word of God, o ywever, nor his Providence, authorizes any peo Mes that he 
will thus interpose. Quite the reverse. 

We insist not bere, on the vastly greater numberof persons, who are employ. 
ed on the 3a! bath indriving othercarriages than those in which the mail is 
eonveyed, and who would not be thus employed, were it not for the customary 
travellis ve of mail-stares on that day, Let us suppose all other trave - ng on the 
Sabbath preve nted, undall the inhabitants, except mail-carriers, in the happy 


th it 


possession of the S. bbath, and its various means cf spiritual improvement In 
that eas e, Wi ute tj ii not be thought a great evil, that several tisudreds of pe lapis 
should be 8) employed, as to be removed trom hearing God’s word, trom the 
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But mail-carriers are not the only persons, who are prevented from 

sanctifying the Sabbath, by the practice now- under concideration— 
All the postmasters, who are required to open the mail on that day, 
are gry at ‘cted to suc h interruptio IMS, AS ae be ve ry painful ‘9 a Ser 
ous mid, and very prejudici ial to religious i imprevement. By the ar- 
rival of the mail, during the hours of public wership, maiy are pre- 
vented from waitisg upon Ged in hishouse. And where this is not 
the case, how painful must it be, to these post-masters, who have any 
prover regard for the Lord’s day, , to he inte rrapted by the arrival of 
the m: ul, when reading the se riptures, or, perhaps, in the midst of fam- 
ily or closet prayer, and compelled to turn their attention, for hours 
soettibess to ictters, newspapers, and way-bills. Low much also, in 
Miany cases, are their families disturbed, by the arrival and depariure 
oi staves, vad the noise and bustle which they occasion.* : 

Nor do the evils complained of stop here. For the sake of carry- 
ing passengers oa the Sabbath with impunity, stage-coaches are em- 
ploye d, even on those routs, where tne mail might be conveyed with 
convenience on horseback. The consequence is, thatall the stage- 
houses are subjected to more or less disturbance every Sabbath.— 
Some-body must be in waiting. Horses must be changed. Passengers 
must be accommodated. The whole company of Sabbath-breakers 
mist breakfast at one inv, and dine at another. Have inn-keevers no 

souls? Have they noreligious duties to perform? Is itnot exceed- 
ingly to be lenicwted, that they should be subjected to all these in- 
te rrup tions on the Sabbath, in consequence of the transportation of the 


mai!s on that day 7 


dinatv means of grace, and the offers of saivation ? Would i ot the whole coun. 
try be filled with lamentations, oa account of so melancholy a seclusion from the 
common blessings of Christianity? Is the evi] less now, when the multitudes 
involved in it are immensely ereater, than in the case supposed? and when its 
ms gnitude is concealed by the extent and authority of bad example? Would it 
be thought asmall matter, that-a thousand or &i sfteen hundred men should be 
subjected to all the horrors of Algerine captivity without hope of deliver- 
anee? Won!d a humane man consent, that so many individuals should be expos- 
ed to imminent danger of such captivity, for the purpose of furnishing him, and 
others like him, with papers and letters a day earlier than he would otherwise 
receive them? But how trifling an evil is Algerine captivity compared to an eter- 
nal confinement in the great prison of d« ‘spair. 

Nor is the evil to be lightly estimated because it may be voluntary incurred ¢ 
How many of the sufferings of this life are brought upo ‘amen by their voluntary 
misconduct. Yet no man thinks lightly of these suffe ‘rings on this account.— 
Men are too ready, it is true, to tr ‘ifle with their eternal mterests, and to squan- 
der away their all. But 4s this a reason why they should be encouraged to do 
so? Weshould rather argue, that the disposition of men to neglect their souls 
shonld make every Christian community cautious how any practice s are tolera- 
ted, which have an irresistable agency in strengthening this perverse disposi- 


1i0n. 


*In our larger tewns,each post-master em ploys from two to six clerks, whe 
are occupied, more or less, on the Sabbath, inthe cor non besiness of the ct- 
fee, In scare towns, it is Believed the business Cone at the post cffice is little 
less on the Sabbath, then on any cther day of the Week. 


+Passengers in the stage, on many routs in the United States, sre compel d 
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Let another thing be considered. The mail stages cannot travel, 
Without making a great deal of disturbance. It is no uncommon 
tning, where they pass near houses of public worship, for the voice 
of the speaker to be wholly coufused by their rattliag, while the eyes 
of nalf the congregation are turaed to the doors and windows. 
"Piousands and thousands of families, are much disturbed by the same 
moans. 

Further ; the multiplied profanations of the Sabbath, which are oc- 
castoned by this practice, ought not to be left out of the general exti- 
mate. A stranger, who happens to spend the Lord’s day in one of our 
large commercial towns, has his atteution arresied by crowds of poo- 
ple passiag by his lodgings. His first thought is, that tacy must be 
goiag to public worship; but he sooa recollects, thatit is oot the DrODe 
er hour, aud perceives, that they are pressing act into the church, 
but (ae coffee-house and the post-office. He inquire. th cause of all 
this cager bastle, and is told, that the mail is expecied, o¢ trat it has 
ust arrived. But are the people of your city in the havit of throug. 
g the post- office on the Sabb. uth? O yes, nothing is more com.on. 
ni . siecle vo thither directly from the churches. Whenever the 

il arrives, people must aud will go, toinquire for letters aad to 
he ‘ar the news. ‘Ihe stranger, if he is a man of piety, answers with a 
sich, These things ought 1 not soto be. 

We need not inquire asto the rest, it being perfectly obvious what 
must follow. ifnewspapers and letters are taken oui, they will be 
read ; and, in nine instances out of ten, their contents will more ox 
less engross the thoughts for the rest of the day. Noris this all: ma- 
ny of the letters demand, or are thoughtio demand, immediate an- 
swers. Writioz these answers occupies mucn ol that time, which God 
claims as his peculiar property. By the fluctuations of our own and 
of foreign markets, new fields of specuiation are opened, on which 
hundreds are eager toenter. Nor must the Sabbath be permitted to 
prevent, or to interfere with, the requisite calculatio iS. Ali thece 
evils, aud many more, are directly occasioned every Sabvath, ia a 
single town, by the arrival and opening of the mail. 

Now let the reader stop a moment, and consider how many tar; 
commercial towns there are inthe United States, besides a vast num- 
ber of smaller ones, where the mails are opened on the Lord’s day ; 
and of course how many thousands of people, of all ranks, are induced 
to nvofane the day, in the manner just mimitineed. Let him consider, 
likewise, that where the mail is merely carried through a place, with- 
out being ope ned, mawy are inthe habit ef colle eting at the stage. 
house, to giean what ever news they can, from the driver and nassen- 
cers. Then let him say, whether a practice, which is productive of 
so much evil, ought not to be discontinued. 

‘here is one other poiut of view, in which this subject deserves to 
be seriously contemplated. Merely seeing the maii-stages pass every 


either to travel on the Sabbath, or to stop on the road three or four days. — 
Such a delay cannot usually be suffered without extreine inconvenience. But 
ifno stages, travelled on the Sabbath, every — in the stage could so 
arrange his journey, as to suffer no inconvenience 
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Sabbath, tends exceedingly to make the young e ink lightiy ef that ¢ 
sacred iistatulion; to embeolden transgressors, and to increase the dif. j 
fieyity of executiig the laws, It is extrem: ‘ly natural for children 
io suppose, that what is sanctioned by high authority must be rights 
Bhi vy coon learn that the mail is carried by such atithority, "Their t 
frst deduction is, that there can be no harm in the practice. Their R 
SEC — tat travelling for other purposes, cannot he very criminal. os i 
And thus their reverence for the Lord’s day is gradually weakened, ‘ 
and, mW airy cases, ultimately destroy ed. The mail-staces bei ‘ing } 
filicd with passengers, and permitied to go on, others think they have I 
is cood a rie rht to travel in their priv ate c carriages, and the Pe i 
: comes so great, see — afew efforts to stop the current, magi 
trates and informing oimicers are discouraged, ) 
Suciiare the: ev vil of tra: whens ithe mailupon the Sabhath. Tt 
tikes eff carvicrs and post-masters from the religious cuties ef the 
Gay 3 lulerrupts = worship; disturbs thousands of families on I 
the post-roads ; il induces men of hn Isipess and curiosity to profane the 
sicred yest in many Ways 3 injures the risiug generation by bad ex- , 
amples ; stre: ethens the hands ef Sabbath-breakers, and weakens 
wise of macis strat a,” I 
fu view of ail tiicse evils, IT ask confidently, whether any thing short 
of the plea of absolute net uate: aud that plea well supported, can jus- 
i itty the practice uncer consideration? ‘Lo the question of uecessity, I 
Ht thon, let me now cali the reader’s attention. ; 
Watt Lices the public interest se the transportation and opening of 
ie! the mail, on the Sabbath, either in time ef peace or war ? 
! HR 1. [sit necessary In sien a peace | ? For what purpose ? To f2- ‘ 
j i cilitate the ordi ary operations of gevernment ? Surely the public in- é 
i HI terest could net aft en sulivr, by the short delay whieh: the law of the 
qi iH} Sabbath requires; aud wien there is danger of pubiic injury, how ea- 
THE sily might it be prevented, by sending off an express. ‘The expence | 
ii! | of sending expresses cannot be urged as an objection, because in fact 
Hi) it would bear no proportion to the additional ¢ ‘xXpeuce incurred by the 
H)) i) reeular trarsportation of the mail on the Sabbath. ‘ihe public good, ( 
Hl then, docs not require the latter, tn time of peace. 
Fil 2, Does it intime of war? Here something more plausible may he | 
| tit reed, lu the affirmative. It may be said, that whea a ceo antry fs in- ( 
1 aa or threatened with invasion; when important military opera- 
ili tions are going on, at many different points, the orders of government, 
fi espe: intly in the w ar-departm cnt, must become very numcrous; that { 
1) these require the utmost dé spatch, as wellas the official returns from 
i | 
* The inroads which are made and making upon the Rapnath, by the arrival , 
of the mai} and the keeping open of post-offices, are astonishing! ly great. Tt 
4 Ss principally owing to this cause, that there is More eunversa i on imregard to ; 
tii the news of the day, on the Sabbath, than on any other peg of the week.— 
Lae Great multitudes inour large towns are entirely engrossed, during the whole { 
iin Lord’s day, by the news and their business. We do tut believe that it is in 
1 Hi the power of man to invent any ot her practice, which shall a m so directly, so 
i} hii P owerfally, ana so constantly, at the eabesreianel Wie Sabbath, and shall at the € 
HI ume time excite so little alarm, as the practice of carrying the = mallon that 
i day, as itis now tolerated in the United States. h 
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commanding officers, tothe head of that department; and that to 
kecp up tucse necessary communications, the transportation of the 
mail upon the Sabbath is unavoidable. 

Now, 1 readily admit, that in time of war it may be necessary to 
trausmit despatches, on the Lord’s day. Butis there, permit me to 
ask, no way of doing this, without Keeping all the mails constantly go- 
ing? How easily might expresses be Kept in readiness, at the se at of 
soverument 5 and what hinders, but that similar arrangements might 
be made, ia each of the military districts? Such arrangements would 

not only “supersede the necessity of transporting the mails, in the man- 
ner complained of, but would produce a ve ry considerable saving of 
expense. —— a seventh part of what it now costs to carry the 
mail, would be saved ir the first instance, by letting that establishment 
hic still on the Sabbath; and it 1s presumed, that pot more than one 
seventh part of this saving, would be requisite to pay all the necessa- 
Fy expresses. 

But conclusive as this view of the subject is, why should I rest the 
euestion 66: when every body knows, that expresses are now em- 
ploy ed by the government, on those very routs, where the mails are 
inost expe ditiously carried ? 'I'his faet destroys at once the plea’ of ne 
cessitv, so far as the public isconcerned. If, then, itis stillurged, it 
must be on the ground, not of public, but private interest. And here, 
undoubtedly, we are to look forthe mighty necessity, so earnestly 
pl eaded. It is to accommodate the merchants, and other men of bu. 
ciness, who have agents and correspoudents in different parts of the 
country, that the mails must be kept constantly in motion. But what 
claim have they to this indulgence? What claim, I should rather have 
said, have they upon the public, which makes it necessary that a prace 
tice, most pernicious to the community, most destructive to themselves, 
should be continued. Is their business more important to them, than 
that of the farmer, or the mechanic, is to him? Must many hundreds 

of men, acting under the head of the post-office department, be depriv- 
ed of the rest “and all the blessings of holy time, “ advauce the imagin- 
ed private interests of a part of the community ? Must the Sabbath, 
the niain pillar of our moral and religious institutions, be thus eradu- 
ally undermined? Must the great interests of the nation he sacrificed, 
out of complaisance to the unreasonable wishes of a smail part of its 
popwation? Surely the most craving speculator alive will a say this. 

And what is gained after all, by writing and receiving letters on 
the Sabbath? Was any mana loser, i in the long run, by ‘keeping that 
sacred day holy? Let it be remembered, that obedience to the com- 
mandments of the Lord, has the promise of the life that now is, and 
of that which is tocome. Meu may seem to be gainers for a time by 
doing their own work on the Lord’s day, but ‘das making haste to be 
rich undoubtedly will not leave them innecent, and probably will tend 
to poverty,* 


* We have often been surprised to observe on what slender arguments the 
defence of the most pernicious | practices is occasionally rested. Due sling, gam- 
bung, the theatre, - especially war and its consequences, are often defended 
by their respective advocates, in a train of reasoning, which betrays a union of 
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The plea of necessity, then, for transporting and opening the mail on 
the Sabbath, cannot be supported on any ground. ‘The practice ought 
therefore to be discontinued. Let every Christian patriot; let “all 
who have the best interests of the nation at heart, exert their whole 


childish imbecility and inveterate profligacy. Ina asimilar manner, the most 
outrageous violations of the Sabbath are too frequently palliated, and even de- 
fended. The only arguments of a private nature, which we have ever heard 
used in favor of carrying the mailon the Sabbath, are these two: I. The inter- 
est of merchants requires, that they should have early notice of the state of 
the markets, &c. 2. Cases of sickness, &c. &c. may occur, in which relatives 
3nd friends would be glad to receive early intelligenec from each other. 

As to the first argument, it would be worse than ridiculous to pretend, that 
merchants are, or ought to be, exempted from the general law of the Sabbath. 
But so far as merchants are to profit by the arrival of the mail on the Sabbath, 
so far are they acting as if exempted from a wise general law, which was given 
for the benefit of all mankind. 

Resides, to assert that merchants derive even an apparent bencfit from the 
opening of the mailon the Sabbath, is altogether an unwarranted assumption. 
Su spose all the merchants of Boston, for instance, to receive intelligence from 
their New-York correspondents on Monday morning, instead uf Saboath morn. 

ing. Is not the intelligence as new on Monday, as it would have been on the 
Sabbath? Let the Sabbath be perfectly removed from the days of business, as 
it was intended to be; let Monday morning succeed Satturday evening, as to all 
worldiy purposes, just as Tuesday morning succeeds Monday evemmg; and no 
inconvenience will be perceived) But why need we argue? Facts, irresistible 
facts, prove, that the impcrious necessity of conveying the mail on the Sabbath 
is perfectly imaginary. Till the year 1801, or 1802, if we are correctly inform- 
ed, the mail was not conveyed, on the Sabbath, through any part ot New-Eng- 
land; perhaps not through any part of the United States. Did the commuimi- 
ty then suffer? Further; within these few years past, during a great pari of the 
time, there has been no southern mail at Boston, and consequently none at Sae 
lem, Newburyport, Portsmouth, &c. &c. on Mondays. Was this arrange ment 
deemed an intolerable grievance? Far fromit. {fany thing was said about 
news on Monday, the answer was; We have no ma:} to-day; and there the 
complaint ended. Yet at this very time, when the commercial world and tie 
political world kept on in th: ir usual cours:s without a Monday’s mail, it would 
have been strenously contended, that absolute necessity required the arrival of 
the mail on the Sabbath. But why not change the mail-day from the Sabbath 
to Monday? Indeed, ‘hat is more than we can answer. 

While upon this subject, it is proper to state, that, to our certain knowledge, 
some ef the mail-carriers would be gladly released from carrying the maii on 
the Subbath. The stage-proprictors, on a certain rout of 210 miles, were ac- 
custoined to carry the mail through the whole distance twice a week; viz. 
from Monday morning to Wednesday evening, and from Thursday morning to 
Saturday evening. ‘lhis arrangement permitted drivers, post-masters, and inne 
keepers to reston the Sabbath. Atlast fora reason which is very inadequate, 
as we could easily show were it proper to go into particulars, a change was 
made, so that the stage now runs from Monday morning to Wednesday evening, 
and from Friday morning to Sabbath evening ; leaving day of rest indeed, dut 
chinging it from the Sabbath to Thursday ! When this change was proposed, ev- 
ery stage-proprietor on the whole route remonstrated against it; yet all were 
compelled to agree to it, or not have their contracts renewed; so that now the 

stage travels every Sabbath 79 miles at each end of the rout, making 140 miles 
eut of 210, contrary to the wishes of the stage-proprictors, drivers, post-maste 
ers 1nd mn-keepers, and, we have aright to presume of the passengers also.— 
Let it be added, that passengers on a part of this rout must proceed on the 
Sabogth, or be left on Saturday evening without any means of advancing on their 
journey, till theensuing Wednesday; ard even then they could not be admitted 


o wa ¢-¢ ; = hes 
ii tho stage should be full. 
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influence in favor of the general petition, which is to be presented 
next winter to the National Legislature. ‘This is no party question. 
The object aimed at, in the petition, is one, in which the whole body 
of the people are deeply interested. Let Christians of different de- 
nominations vie with each other in giving the petition currency and 
swelling the list of subscribers. Attempts at reformation are apt to 
fail for want of union and perseverance.» Every man, who is likeiy to 
favor the object, must have the petition presented to him for subise rip- 
tion. ‘To this end, let the business be done systematically, by entrust-. 
ing it to some thorough person, or persons, in every town, who will 
engage to see to it effectually. Let this course be adopted every 
where, and it can hardly be doubted, I think, that the voice of the 
people will be so strong and decisive, as to induce Congress to take 
the subject into their scrious consideration, and passa law to remedy 
the evil. 

Will it be said, by any body, that such an application as is cone 
templated would be disrespectful to the national legislature? How so? 
I never heard of its being deemed improper, to petition Congress on 
subjects of minor importance; how then can it be, ina case which ine 
volves the bighest and best interests of the present, and of succeeding 
generations? The intended petition does not imply even a virtual con- 
demnation of any former legisiative act; for I am well assured, that 
no law exists, which requires, or in express terms permits, the evi] 
complained of. Carrying and opening the mails on the Sabbath, is a 
mere regulation of the Post-master General. 

Let not the timid and faithless suggest, that the application, howe v- 
er well supported, will be ineffectual. Itis not to be believed, until 
he trial shall have been fairly made, that the great council of our na- 
tion will hastily reject so reasonable a request, especially when made 
by the great body of the wise and good, from one end of the United 
States to the other. Evenif Congress were krown to be hostile to 
the applicaticn, a supposition which I am far trom making, it would be 
very unbecoming in those, who believe that all hearts are in the iiand 
of the Lord, to despair of success. Let us do our duty and cheerfully 
leave the event with God. Let us-bestow our labor, and in due season 
we Shall reap of we faint not. 


As to the argument that friends may be sick, or in trouble at a distance, and 
intelligence may be desired from them on the Sabbath; itis a sufficient reply, 
that ihe proposed advantage is so small and so contingent, as to bear no sort of 
proportion to the magnitude of the evil in question. According to this areu 
ment, it would be the duty of thousands in a populous city to send for their let. 
ters, and read them, on the Sabbath, on acecunt of the probability that some 
one out of a thousand would receive a letter containing something of the kind 
supposed. A demand so extravagant as this cannot be considered as requinn. 


further CONnsIGeration. 











































Selecied Aritvles 
CONCERT OF FRAYER: 


Ir is kuown to the religious public, that the first Monday evening 
io every mouth is observed, as a season of special and wailed pray ei 
for missionaries, by many Christians in Europe, by some in America, 
and by the missionaries, their families, and congregations, in Asia and 
Africa. That the number-of picus persons, who regularly unite in 
this concert, should be as great as possible, is certainly desirable.— 
Christians will do well to consider, whether they can spend that eve- 
ning more usefully in reference to their own spiritual i improvement, or 
more beneficially to the cause of Christ, than by swelling the multi- 
tude of those, who are then with ene heart, though iv far distant pla- 
ces, and in different languages, earnestly besec ching their heavenly 
Father to send his gospel to the heathen, and cause it to be received 
by all nations. 

it has been contemplated by some pastors and members of our chure 
ches to establish a concert of prayer for our nation, now suffering un- 
dera great calamity ; a concert in which the pious should intercede 
for our guilty land, confess -our national sins, and supplicate a return 
of peace, a reformation of morals, and a general revival of religion.* 

Why cannot all these objects be united in one concert, to be held 
at the time above-mentioned? ‘That the objects are important no 
one will question ; ; that they are such as all christians can join in pro- 
moting, is equally clear. ‘The thought of concert in pr ayer is pecu- 
liarly “pleasing, and tends powerfully” to excite devotional feelings.— 
Should such a plan as is here hinted at go into operation, the topics 
can be arranged in some such manner as the foilowing ; viz. 

1. Prayer for the heathen ;—that missionaries may speedily be sent 
into all the unevangelized regions of the earth ;—that a great and ef- 


*Since this communicstion was written, deliverance from the terrible calam- 
ity of war has been most me reifully experieticed. For.the return of peace, 
there is not therefore the same occ: sion to pray, which a short time since exi iat - 
ed. But, that we may, in this most desir able event, remember the good hand of 
our God upon us, and that the peace which has been establi ished may be perpet 
ral, are unquestionably proper and impertant subjects ofprayer. That, on ali 
the other topics, which are noticed in the article, the devout should unite in 
importunate supplications, is certainly of very high moment. ‘There is some- 
thing peculiarly animating and j joyous in the pers Gaston that we are, at wre very 
moment, mingling our petitions, with those of multitudes in various places 
and in distant regions, and that they are jointly ascending to the throne of Go i 
to draw down the best of bless’ ‘ngs upon our fellow-men, From such united ene 
cteavors peculiarly valuable and extensive consequences may be hoped to result. 
To the combined supplications of the pions, peculiar encouragement is afforded 
in Scripture. Aguin IT say unto vou, Thutif twe of jou shall agree on earth as 
touching any thing, that they shall as bit shall be done for them of my Futher, whie!: 
is in heaven Wha, then, that b: Heves the efficacy of prayer rand es necially of 
united prayer, and who pities the miseries of men, and feels an anxious solieie 
tude for their dearest interests, will fail to unite lis petitions with those of his 
fellow-christians ? It is devoutly to be wished that no individual, whose heart is 
animated with the spirit of oraver, will fail to join in the proposed concert.- 
The effects may be inefFably ; glori ious and de Lise! vwful) That bright day mas he , 
speedily brought on, when the world shall be enlightened, reformed and cliiris- 
tianized.— Ld, 2d. 
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foctual door may be opened for their labors;—that they may be faith- 
ful and laborious men, suitably quolitic d for their staticn, and largely 
endowed with the spirit of Christ ;—that all, who have the direction 
of missionaries, may have wisdom to discern the fittest piaces for im- 
mediate action, and zeal to discharge their duties without wavering 
or fainting, an -¥ with steadfast faith in Christ, as the great Patron of 
missionary exertions. 

2. Prayer for our own country ;—that peace may be spoédily re- 
stored, and, if restored speedily, thatit may be followed by proois of 
national eratit ude ; that the effect of public calamities may be a ge- 
ough reformation that the Sabbath may be kept holy, proianeness 
and other immoralities cease, all charitable and public: sprites g 
signs prosper, the means of grace be diligently used, and the renew- 
ing, refreshing, and sanctifying influences. of the Spirit be gencralls 
e ‘xperienced. 

3. Prayer for all ministers of the Gespel ;—that they may be strong 
in faith, fervent in prayer, unwearied in labors, and w holly ¢ given to 
their work ;—that their numbers may be increased in preportion to 
the exigencies of the churches and ofthe world;—that, for this pur- 
pogg, sr eat multitudes of pious young men AY, be educated and put 
into the ministry, in every Christian country, and every other coun- 
try so fast as it shall become Christian, till the number of ev angelical 
laborers shall be adequate to the extent of the harvest ;—that ‘all the 
true shepherds may be known and reeeived by the flock, while alk 
wolves in sheep’s clothing are also recognized and shunned ;—that all 
blind guides may be convinced of their blindness, and apply to Christ 
for spiritual sight ;—and that all faithful servants of Christ, however 
separated at present by unessential differences, may cordially unite 
in the same great labor of love. 

4. Prayer forthe rulers of every nation ;~—that they may fear God 
and hate “covetous ness, and resist the ten thousand temptations b> 
which they are beset ;—that they may lay aside sloth, ease, and in- 
dulgence, and apply themselves laboriously to promote the real and 
permanent good of their subjects ;—that they may discard foolish 
national jealousics, and perceive that the highest prosperity of any 
nation is perfectly compatible with the highest prosperity of every 
other nation ;—that they may know and feel, that elevation to public 
office is not desirable on any other account . than as furnishing the 
means of usefulness ;—that they may live mindfui of the account which. 

they must render to God for all their epportunities of doing good ;— 
and that the people may joy fully submit to all the laws and recom- 
mendations which are calculated to promote their best interest. 

5. Prayer for all men ;—that the vice and ignorance, the injustice 
and violence, the hatred of the truth and love bt falsehood, which de- 
form and pollute this guilty world, may be universally forsaken ;-— 
that God would speedily interpose and deliver mankind from those 
tremendous evils, which have converted the earth into one vast ficld 
of blood ; and that Christ may be hailed from the rising to the sct- 

‘ing sun, as KInG OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
Phat all the ahove-mentioned topics makea partofthe daily ance 
Pp 
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weckly supplications of ihe people of Ged admits not of a doubt ; but 
1 am not therefore convinced that such a concert, asis here contcm- 
lated, would be useless. Qn the contrary, I believe it would pewer- 
fully tend to awaken in Christians ajuster feeling of their duties and 
uLligations, then they have generally expericuced hitherto. 

A. B. 


Ce 
al 


‘CH OF BARON ROSENBLAD.- 


THe following speech is truly admirable. Happy would it be for mankind, if 
sulers generally possessed the religious Knowledge ond the pious zeal manifest 
‘gthisdecument, ‘ihe reader will perceive that it has been the fashion to pre- 
sont the hearer with “ dry moral portraits,” from the pulpit, in Sweden, as wel 
as in other parts ef Christendom, Ep. Pan. 


The Speech of His Excellency Baron Rosenblad, one the Lords of the 
Kingdom of Sweden, Minister of State, Knight and Command:r Grand 
Cress of all His Majesty's Orders, &e. &c. &e.—when he took the 
Chair as Prestdent of the Evangelical Society, in the committee, which 
sict at Sicckholim, on the 5th of October 1912. = 


EENTLEMEN, 

‘Wirn sentiments of the sincercst gratitude, [now undertake the 
confidential office with which your cheice has honored me. Iam 
aware of my deficiencies ; and they could not fail to occasion me great 
avxiety, even-so as to make me very doubtful whether I ought to ac- 
cept this place among you, when 1 consider that I succeed that ven- 
erable and revered character, whose great age has induced him to 
withdraw from a Presidency which he has held from the commence- 
ment of this Society, and which, under the blessing and favor of Al- 
mighty God, he has &iled, with great advantage to the diffusion of 
Gespel Light, as well as with much satisfaction to-all the members of 
the [astitution. 

But, Gentlemen, I have considered your call as the finger of Prov- 
idence, pointed by that unerring Hand, which, unseen, directs the con- 
duct of mortals, and always with a view to lead them nearer to him- 
self. he principal part of my life has been occupied in my exten- 
sive and laberious official engagements; and the unceasing care I 
have been obliged to exercise in order to accomplish their many im- 
portant duties, has not seldom awakened in me the painful reflection, 
that but a small portion of my time had been alike laboriously devot- 
ed to advancing the-cause of religion. But now, although in the au- 
tumn of life, a gracious Providence has been pleased to open to me a 
new field, aud se favored me with an opportunity of correcting my 
past neglect ; placing me, through its kind guidance’ within this pot 
only more exalted, but also more peaceiul sphere of action; in order 
that I may do my part in furthering and supporting the important ob- 
jects of this Society. T’o do sois my resolution; nay, the very de- 
-tre of my heart: but I feel my own incapacity fersuch a scleme 
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work, and rest all*my hopes of success upon assistance from our Lord 

and Savior jets Christ—y es, upon him alone, who has assured us, 
that he will not quench the smallest spark of grace: and truly we may 
all encourage ourselves in the certainty of his Almighty aid, if we ic7- 
low the light of his Holy Sprit, and have a single eye and a firm pur- 
pose to promote his glory, agd to communicate to our fellow-men a 
knowledge of salvation by faith in His atonement. 

We have wast the awful period when the doctrine of the Atone- 

ment of Christ was shrouded in darkness. Mournful was the lot of 
th ose whio véeton Hisname. For almost an entire century, did inft- 
delity, with unblushing front, deride the revealed Will of God, and 
either openly or secretly undermine the sacred foundations of the Gos- 
pel doctrine. ‘The deleterious poison, having worked its way among 
what are called the most enlightened nations of Europe, and establish- 
edits influence ia their higher circles, soon spread abroad among the 
mass of the people ; and rolled on in fearful torrents of iniquity, car- 
rying with it a sweeping destruction wherever it went.—We have 
truly the most abundant cause for thankfulness to a gracious God, for 
haying preserved our native land frem such scenesof desolation.— 
We dare not, however, deny, that even among us were found an in- 
creased indifference to the Word of God; and with many, a bold 
contempt of it. Nota few were ashamed to confess the name of Jc- 
sus; and have we not ourselves had to endure long docnenie upon 
religion, inthe course of which we hardly heard that blessed name 
mentioned, before which, however, every Knee-shall bow, “ whether 
it be upon carth or under the earth ?” Butthe promises of God are 
fulfilling ; for “ heaven and carth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away.” (Luke xxi, 33,) And“ Upon this rock will ¥ 
build my Churclfp and the gates of hell shail not prevail against ker.” 
Gospel light is dawning again on those nations where the shadow of 
Acath sat almost enthroned, and barriers are raising against “ the a- 
bomization of desolation.” 

in a certain country, most powerful beeause of its veneration for re- 
ligion, and consequently fer the jaws; where, as aresult, the welfare 
of the public and individuals rests on the surest foundation; a Socie- 
ty was established, and in times too, while the whirlwinds of desola- 
tion were yet Jaying waste the earth; the aim and glorious object of 
which Society embrace a distribution of God’s Holy Word and Gos- 

ellight through the wholehabitable globe. That revered S society 

which has also held forth its friendly and generous hand to eur Swe- 
dish Evangelical Institution, has found inits zeal and liberality a suc- 
cess which so uttexty exceeds the power of all human effort, as evi- 
dently to proclaim—that the finger of Ged is init: His guardian care 
is therein distinctly uoveiled. 

Warned and roused from their indifference by what they have ex 
perienced of the horrible effects of infidelity, several other nations 
have also bestired themselves and followed the gloricus path struck 
out by the before mentioned honored Society. And we, among oth- 
ers, cannot help being exceedingly thankful to God, that what is $ call- 
ed the “ New Philosophy, ” begius to be treated with contempt in our 
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mative land, and the minds of meu have taken 3 favorable turn towards 
better things. 


4 


Jnder the protection of a Government affectionately attentive to 
the pre aching of the pure Gospel of Cliriet, measures are now actives 
ly ad opted for improving both the character ef preaching and the 
mode of education ; and we have ofien the peppiness to find, that the 
best gifts of eloquence are no longer wi astéa upon dry mora} ssalisiite, 
but suitably exerted to honor the Giv er, by ascribing glory to the 
name ef Jesus and his atonement. 

Gentlemen, you are reaping the comfort of that delightful reflection 
that from the first moment which gave existence to your Society, 
you have been co-workers with him who alone can bless the works of 
our hands, and the meditations of our heart. You have sent forth 
ainong high and low, thousands and ten thousands of instructive Reli- 

cious oT racts, but w hat is infinitely better—the Holy Scriptures, that 
fou ntain of all true light, which shews us the way to everlasting sal- 
vation. We know that these precious donations have brought forth 
rhe fruit, and been received with gratitude throughout ihe land z 
which cannot but be very pleasing tidings to you, and afford you a 
might y encourage — to persevere in vell- doing. 

E fon Savicr of the world! strengthen and support the desire 
thysclf hast grac Teale awakened in this Society : that all members 
of it sie work asone man; apd, with full purpose of heart, spread 
abroad that heavenly knowledge. which records thy atonement, thy 
suffering, and thy death. Grant sucecess and thy richest blessing to 
ai! we shall do towards promoting this great end. We place all our 
reliance on ‘Phee; aud rest our hope of a gracious answer to our sup- 
plications, upon that wonderful love which brought ‘Thee into the 
world to save sinners. a 


) 
— MD. 


Review. 








A sermon, delivered before his Excellency Jonas Gaiusha, Esquire, Gov- 
ernor, His Henour Paul Brigham, Esquire, Lieut. Governor, the 
honowreble Council and house of Representatives of the state he cr- 
mont at Montpelier, on the day ef | ceneral election, Oct.8,1812. By 
Isaac Beal, Paster of the Baptist Church of Christ in Panlet, ” Pub- 
lished by order of the Legislat ure. Montpelier, Vermont, printed by 
Wi right & Sibley. 1812. 8 vo. pp. 24. 


It may seem to our Pern rather a late day te subject this discourse 
to animadversion. But itcan never be unseasonable to refute error, 
aud especially noxious error, and to expose and rebuke a gross> mis- 
coustruction of a passage ofthe sacred volume. And nothing, we con- 
fidently trust, but an extreme uawillingness to witness tamely a rude 
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perversion of scripture, and the inculcation of a priaciple. directly at 
Varlaice Wilt 

at all. 

Mr. Beal’s text is Prov. xxix.2. When the righteous are in au- 
thority, the people rejotce: but when the wicked beareth rule, the 
people mourn. ~ithe prominent object of the discourse 
is to exhibit the character ofthese rulers, under whose admin- 
‘stration public happiness will be most effectually promoted. Before 
he proceeds to execute his main purpose, he atigcks, and in a very 
summary manuer disposes of, the opinion, tha 
properly qualified for elevation to public office, must be a man of 
real piety, must possess a truly religious character. ‘The reasoning, 
by which he endeavors to disprove the obnoxious sentiment, we shall 
exhibitin detail, that our readers may survey it in its whole extent, 
may comprehend its whole force and be enabled tojudge fairly ang 
accurately of its validity, 





4tirhieousness is the only qualification ofa civil ruler, mentioned by the in- 
epired penman incur text. There are some, who strenuously contend, thata 
person must be made righteous, by the imputation of the righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; or which is the same thing. he must be possessed of chris. 
tianity, or he is not suitably qualified for civil ofice Should this be ‘granted, 
in order to be consistent, another thing must be granted (viz.) that it is the on- 
ly necessary qualification: for when the righteéus ure in authority, the peopie re- 
joice. ‘That religion would be ofgreat utility to a civil ruler, will be granted ; 
but that this is the anly, oreven an essential qualification, cannot be so easily 
admitted. For according to this sentiment, any man, giving good evidence 
that he is a christian, however weak his inteliect, might with safety be elected 
governor of the state, or president of the nation. A sentiment so weak and 
glaringly inconsistent, as to need no refutation. pp. 4, 5. 


For ourselves, we frecly declare, that we know not when we have 
encountered more pitifel quibbling, more shallow and wretched soph- 
istry, in the shape and guise of an argument. Who, if he should as- 
sert, that, for a specified employment, some particular qualification is 
indispensable, would expect to be confroated with the objection that, 
if this be admitted to be true, it must also be allowed, that nothing 
else whatever is requisite. Upon this principle, tt would be com- 
pletely in the power of our author to prove, that those possess high 
powers of oratory and singular ability as writers, agaiust whom the 
last charge, which the public would think of preferring, would be, that 
of eloquence, of accurate and elegant composition, and of correct and 
powerful reasoning. For, the faculty of speech muet be indispensa- 
ble to the existence of eloquence and some degree of the art of writ- 
ing must be requisite to preparing and committing to paper an inter- 
esting and logical discourse. But, if Mr. Beal be allowed to reason 
soundly, if these are requisite, nothing else is necessary. And the 
power of distinct articulation and some skill in the art of writing are 
cheap and common qualifications. ' 

According to the exposition of Mr. Beal the maxim contained in 
fhe text is one ef these fruisms, which docs no credit either to the wwis- 
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dom, or inspiration ofits author. Ifby “the rightceus” be meant 
those politically righteous, and if political righteousness comprehend 
all, which is detailed, as included under it, the sagacity of the wis- 
est of the sons of men,and, much more,the guidance of the divine spir- 
it, was not necessary to discover, that, under sucha government, the 
people would rejoice. 

If the meaning,which our author assigns to the text, be the true one, 
the expression of the sacred writeris by no means appropriate. Any 
other term, although denoting merely acuteness of intellect and variety 
of information, wouldj@have been equally correct. For, if, under the 
epithet “ righieous,” you may censider a vigorous understanding and 
extensive knowledge as dmphied, usder a word, indicative of mental 
superiority simply, the various. excellent qualities of the heart may 
certainly be viewed as-comprized. And Mr. Beal tells us, that the 
righteous, mentioned in his text, “ must be men of good natural abili- 
ties, men of penetrating mind andsouna judgment,” “men of krow!l- 
egige” and “ well instructed in the political maxims and laws of the 
state.” But we apprehend, that so vague and undefined a use of lan- 
guage isnot justly chargeable upon the sacred volume. The words, 
which are there introduced, are employed, because they have a _par- 
ticular meaging, and a meaning specifically adapted to the occasion, 
en which they are used. Gn the plan of our author, however, the 
bible becomes nothing better, than a nose of wax to be twisted and 
turned just as caprice, interest, or folly may dictate. Its hallowed 
pages may be made to mean any thing, which a licentious, or wrong- 
headed iaterpreter may cheose to derive from them. 

A moderate share of discernment and reflexion, attended with e 
freedom from prejudice, would have taught Mr. Beal, as they will 

teach others, that the maxim, which the writer of the book of Prov- 
erbs designed tecommunicate inthe text, and which le has very 
distinctly taught, is, that where rulcrs are righteous, where they are 
men ofreal picty, of sound viriue and of strict integrity, such e 
plan of administration will be adopted and such a system of meas- 
ures will be pursued, as will subserve the public good and ensure 
prosperity and joy to the community. And no very extensive ac- 
quaintance with the character ef governments and the condition of 
nations, at different periods, would be needful to assure him, that, in 
that sense, the soundaess ef the proverb is abundantly confirmed 
by the history of the world. For, allowing that there may have been 
licve and there a solitary exception, it must be admitted to be an al- 
most universally accurate remark, that the mischievous measures of 
covernment, have arisen from corruption not from imbecility, from 
the want of that purity of principle, that reverence for God, that be- 
nevolence to men and that conscientious uprightness, which vital re- 
ligion necessarily includes, and not from ignorance, or incompetency. 
The christian spirit, in a public character isa pledge that he will 
exert himself to promote the public happiness; and if, without being 
under the influence of pride, ambition and selfishness, or being the 
slave of the malignant and sensual passions, any man, of whom it is 
possible, that he should cyer fill a public station, aims conscientiously 
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end labors strenuously to advance the general cood, it i3 scarcely cor- 
ceivable, that his administration should not bea public blessing. 

We not only protest against the violence done to the text by our au- 
thor, but we must pronounce some of the ideas, exhibited in the delin- iv 
eation of the traiis of character, which go to make up that “ poltitcas 
righteousness,” which he is attempting to describe, most extraordinary 
for a man, who lays claim to any soundness in the faith, and who has 

intellect and knowledge enough to distinguish, in a very plain case, 
truth from falsehood. As the second particular, Mr. Beal obse1ves, | 
that, “tn order to a righteous administration of government, rulers must di 
aot only have geod heads, but they must have good hearts.” Cur readers dob 
will recollect, that he had just before denied and even indignantly Hig 
spurned the necessity of religion in a public charaeter, and they can- 
not, then, fail to be conv inced either of the lax theology, which he 
adopts, of the incoherent operations of his mind, or of the extreme 
Yength, to which devotion to’a favorite opinion can carry him. Rul- 
ers, forsooth, must have good hearts, and stil belong to that class of 
mankind, of whom the volume of.truth declar es, that The heart is de. 
ecitful above all things and desperately wicked. They must have good 
hearts, and still be ‘under the dominion of the carnal mind, which ir- 
spiration pronounces enmity against God. They must have good hearts 
and yet be utter strangers to faith, repentance and holiness. The 
must have good hearts, ‘and yet be aliens from the friendship of God; 
pay more, be objects of his wrath and heirs of perdition. They mus¢ 
have good hearts, and still such be their temper, that they are unfit for 
heaven, and that,unless their hearts be renewed,they shall never see jig 
glory, nor share in its bliss. Mr. Beal, we should conclude, well nigh 
prepared to join with the men of the world in extolling the goed hearts | 
of those, who although wretchedly dissolute, sheckingly profare and ii 
notor iously intemperate, because, to a cons! iderable extent free from 
the sour, wrathful and malignant passions, and because characterized 7 
by seme share of sy mpathetic feeling ard of thoughtless generosity, 
are complimented, by a multitude of lax and superficial thickers on 
veligion, with wonderful goodness of heart. Itis philanthropy, how- 
ever, in which, it seems, this goodness of heart is comprehended. — 
Put, how will Vir. Beal ascertain the existence of this spirit of philan- ee 
thropy, to which he assigns suchhighvalue ? Severed totally from : 
religion, what also is to guide and control its operations, and what is 
to prove e the guarantee of its permanence ? Has he rever reflected 
upon the frequent and intinkste: not to say general, connexion, be- 
tween indifference, or cruelty to men, and negligence, or impicty to- 
wards God? Did the thenght never occur to hits, that the scriptures 

ave, ina manner the most portentous ard fatal to his ser ntiments, char- 
acterized the individual, who feared not God, as regarding not man ? 
The association of the infringement of moral and ‘religious obliza- 
tions, the union of the contempt of social and sacred duties in the some 
character, was not undesigned and accidental. It was intended to 
teach us, that such an association, that such a union naturally exists, 
and is uniformly to be anticipated. 

It was, according to Mr. Beal, this philanthropy, or a virtue, tak- 
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ing its rise from it, which “ animated a Moses inspircd a David, and 
fertified a Nehemiah.” For our own part, we must acknowledge, 
that our opivion has always been, that their religion hatl a close and 
inseparable connexion, with the virtues, by whichthey were distin- 
guished, and that the worth, witich marked their public conduct was 
the offspring of their piety and not of any native amiablencss of their 
temper, any original benevolence of their disposition. Strange is it, 
that any man should produce Moses and David and Nehemiah, as ex- 
amples of the benign operation, upon a publi c character, of that good 
heart, which may exist altogether aside irom religict. For if their 
religion made them, in any measure, what they were in public life, it 
is irrelevant and idle to produce them as examples of the salutary ia- 
fluence ofan inferior and totally distinct principle of action. But 
still more strange Is it, that a minister of religion, should strip emir 
ent saints of the crowning excellence of their ¢ harac ters and exhivi: 
their deportment, as magistrates, not atall directed, influenced anc 
meliorated by the spirit of piety. 

Indeed, if in discharging the ordinaty functions of his ministry, Mr. 
Beal is not a more correct and able expositor of scripture and a mere 
sound and consistent teacher of religious truth, than he appears in this 
discourse, we canuot but esteem the people committed to the care of 
s0 unwary, incompetent; or unfaithful a guide, objects ofjust and deer 
commiseration: 

But, it is time, that we pass onto adduce some ofthe arguments ii: 
support of the priociple, which Mr. Beal so summarily confutes, that 
rulers ought to be men of true piety. We shali first, however, take 
the liberty to ovserve, that had his potions much more g substantial evi- 
dence in their favor, we should deem a public .exhinition of them 
highly exceptionable. There are some sentiments, which, even if he 
thinks them unfounded, one would almost wish might be true, and 
for the subversion of which he would be unwilling to make a single 
effort. Cicero m the warmth of his admiration, declares s, that he had 
rather err with Plato, than thiok correctly with certain others. In 
his spirit, we could almost say, that we should prefer error, on the 
subject uader consideration, to truth with Mr. Beal. There are some 
se! itiments, from which the gradations to falsehood are easy, from 
which noxious inferences are almost inftvariably drawn, and which, 
ought not, therefore, to be advanced without a ‘clear and decided re- 
cessity. The attempt of cur author, as far as its influence extends, 
will have a tendency to remove the scruples and to subdue the fears, 
which may have been felt with regard to the elevation ef improper 
characters, of men of irreligious aud immoral principles and cond iuct 
to posts cf authority. For, itis worthy of remark, that Mr. Beal does 
not any where explicitly assert, that even strict virtue is indispen 
bly requisite. But, where was the obvious and strong necessity of 
refuting the principle, which he attacks? Have the public been too 

vigilant and too rigid-in their investigation of the characters .of those, 
whom they have raised to office? Have they shut out numbers from 
stations, which they would admirably have filled and in which they 
might signatly have benefit ted the state, merely because e they ‘failed te 
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furnish indications of piety ? No man can, with avy color of truth, 


pcteud it. Siigui, aad extremely slight, regardinas been paid tothe 
refydous characters of candidates for public office. ‘those, who 
pave thougat with the greatest correctness and who have felt with 
strongest sensibility upon the subject, have acted too generally on 

ery questionable principle, that, as there is no possibility of 

the elevation of such as they can approve, it is proper, thnt 

ert themselves in favor of those individuals, arainst whom the 

ieast serzous ovjectious lie. For a purpose, then. which can prove on- 
ly hurtful, Mr. Beal has ventured to trifle with scripture. For, to 
exhibit the sacred writer as intending by the term “ righteous” those 
who are characterized, by what he calls “politecal righteousness” is, at 
the best, trifling with holy writ. 

‘The scriptural evidence, that rulers ought to be men of piety. is to 
be sought inthe Old Testament, rather thaninthe New. The con- 
dition of the first converts. and the circumstances, under which chris- 
tianity was propagated, prevented any examination of the question 
and any decision on the subject. 

When Moses is directed to appoint subordinate magistrates to aid 
him in governing the Jews, the following is the character, which he is 
required uniformily to demand. Moreover, thou shalt provide out of 
all the people, able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetous- 
ness.* ‘lo fear God is here made an indispensable qualification; and 
that this trait of character is less valuable and less necessary in other 
rulers, than in those of the Jews. it will be difficult to evince. 

The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that rul- 
eth over men must be just, ruling inthe fear of God+ We hardly know 
how the necessity of piety in a ruler, could easily, with more solem- 
nity, with greater clearness. or with stronger emphasis, be asserted.— 
On this passage alone, in its obvious and literal meaning, we should, 
without hesitation, be willing to rest the soundness of our opinion.— 
Tiat piety is requisite in a civil magistrate is ev.dent from the pas- 
sage, which Mr. Beal misconstrues; unless public prosperity and 
happiness should be pronounced unnecessary. When the righteous 
are in authority the people rejoice : but when the nicked beareth rule the 
people mourn.{ When God promises signal national blessings, he says 
I will also make thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. ||— 
Ifsuch be the character of the rulers, whom God in mercy promises 
to bestow, such, we may warrantably conclude,is the charactnr, which 
rulers ought always to possess. 

But, aside from direct testimonies of scripture to the point, there are 
various considerations, which go plainly and fully to establish the 
opinion, that those raised to posts of authority and influence, should 
be the sincere and devoted adherents of religion, and that it is the sol- 
ema and bounden duty of christians to make every exertion to effect 
the clevation ef such men to office. 


t 2 Sam. xxiii, 3. + Prov. xxix, 2. ] Isa. lx, 17. 
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The influence of vital piety only will afford substantial security, 
that the measures of those in authority will be uniformily correct, wif 
accord with the laws and spirit of religion and be suit ‘ed to promote 
the public welfare. ‘T'o anticipate “ poltlical rightceusness” without 
that righteous ness, which is always an attendant on true religion,is most 
visionary. It is like tooking for an end, to attain which no means have 
been empleyed. Jt is like indulging a persuasion, that a lofty super 
ctructure may stend Grm, on a frail “and tottering basis, or even that it 
may be reare ‘1 ou emptiness. It is only by establishing the predom- 
jnance ofsound p srinciples and of a proper spirit, that a rational man 
would calculate strongly on ensuring a correct course in political life. 
In all governments, considerations of political expediency are extreme 
Iv apt to gain the ascendency, and to dictate the measures, which are 
pursued 5 while the strict, unyielding and stern injunctions of duty 
and conscience are slighte nm and disobey ed. ‘The man, who 1s not ec- 
tuated by the spirit of piety, its decided and scrupulous spirit, and 
over whom 08 fear of God does not exert a powerful control, will be, 
to aa alsrniing extent, liable to be drawn away from his duty by the 
rcasonings, the ¢ authority and éxample of those, whose reputation for 
wisdom and learning gives them influence ; but whose lax opinions, 
and whose moral msensibiity render them most cangerous guides.— 
'Yhat niceness of moral fee ‘Hing, that tenderness éftene ience, “anid that 
resolute _ unwavering tidependence in adhering to what is believed 
to be right, which are the offspring of religien, are, therefore, of the 
highest consequence ina public character. 

it caiinot be a question, with these, who admit the divine original of 
christianity, and the inspiration of the sacred scriptures, and who, at 
all respect their authority, whether the publiclaws, and the various 
acts ofGovcriment, ought to be carefully regulated and strictly bour- 
ded, by the instructions of revelation and the precepts of religion.— 

'o advecate the opposite opinion would be to avow the monstrous 
doctrine, that a human government may set aside the authority of God 
and annul the injuactions cf heaven, and that, im their official 

characters, rulers may violate the laws of the Most High and still be 
innocent, those laws, which, ifinfringed by them as private individu- 
als, would load them with a fearful weigh tof guilt. But, if rulers are 

net men of piety, the idea will be derided, that, in entire accordance 
with scripture, they are bound to legislate and act, the instructions of 
the sacred volume will-be heedlessly disregarded, or, upon its hallow- 
ed truths and precepts, such a meaning will be imposed by an érrone- 
ous interpretation, as shall présent no obstacle in the way of a favorite 
project.— There are various wtiye which it is needless to detail, in 
which civil government may fost r religion, and eminently subserve 
its interests. It is the indisperdabile duty of magistrates to labor for 
the attainment of this invaluable end and to adopt every measure, 
likely to secure it, which may be consistent with a due respect for 
the civil rights and the scrupulous maintenance of the religious privi- 
leges of the different classes of the community. But, that “deep solicie 
tude should be felt on this subject, and that suitable efforts should be 
made by men, whe are themselves stftapgers to-réligier, itds: idle to 
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hope. As little as Mr. Beal, do we wish government “ to ¢ assign US ar- 
ticles of christian faith,” or “ to establish religton by law; “and we 
experience as siight anxiety as he can, that it should “ enact siatutes 
for tie collection of our,” ministers, * salaries.” If the public are un- 
willing to afford ithe ministers of religion a support, no law which could 
be enacted, would remedy the evil, and, j ii the y are prepared to doit, 
ail, that any law could eflect, wouid be to furnish some facilties for ac- 
complishing what, without it, would still bedone. ‘The repeal of tic 
Jaw, which formerly existed on this subject, did not, that we know, 
cause the dismission of a single minister and was productive of little or 
no mischief. But, we do niost earnestly wish, that governine nity, as lar 
as, under God, any human instrument may sustain that high and 1 holy 
office, should “ become the bulwark of the religion, we profess.’ * And 
this is all, which any individual could ever intend by this language. 
There is, upon this auger, much flimsy reasoning, aaa much loose 
declamation. ‘The idea seems with many a favorite one, that rulers 
have no concern whatever with religion, and that it is a species of prof- 
anation for them to interfere at all even in its favor. But,we would fain 
Know whether it will be a dark day for the church, when the predic- 
tion shall receive its fuli accomplishment, And Kings shail be thy nurs- 
ing-fathers, and their Queens thy nursing-mothers ; aud whether such 
characters, when thus employed, will, be performing a useless, or an 
unbellowed and impious service. We entertain a firm persuasion, 
and it is an assurance, in which we triumph, that the church of Christ 
is founded upon a reck, and that the gates of hell shatinct prevail a- 
gamst her. But, because God will ‘euard and preserve her, does it 
follow, that all means to extend her limits and to advance her interests 
are vain? Ifso,why maintain divine worship, way preach and pray 
and exhort, why circulate the scriptures, why send abroad nvission:- 
rics? But, ifmeans are needful, why shall any aid, which he ernment 
may contribute, be denounced ? Rulers may do much to d lepress aud 
impede the prosperity of religion, and they may largely co-operate in 
ensuring the stability and advancement of christian truth and piety. 
One would think no mind could doubt, whether they ought to stand 
idle, or in what manner their influence should be emp toyed, wheiner in 
favor of holiness, or sin,of Christ, or Belial, But,what is the precise im- 
port of the e promise, which is so often produce m.and wiih regard to 
which, there is so much vauuting? Is it, that the gates of he ik shali 
not, in our day, prevail against the church in the State of ¥Yerment oT 
¥s it, that, let our rulers stand aloof and treat it with coid nestect, tha 
iet them frown upon it, let them insidiously, or boldiy labor to umece- 
mine it. and Jet them covertly, or openly eucourage error and impiety, 
and still the cause of Christ shall remain uninjure d, and even advance 
forward triumphantly ? ‘The christian religion is safe. No human art, 
no human power can effect itsoverthrow. Anaimighty arin is its 
defence and the energy of the Most High shall, ailength, ensure its 
diffusion threugh every nation and establish its blessed Cominion over 
the globe. But still, in particular countiies, the neglect to employ 
proper means aud to make adequate exertions may long retard ifs pro: - 
perity, and the efforts of its foes may for a time enstire its almost total 
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a 
subversion ? Where are the churches of Asia? Lorg since have 
their “ror canto beenremoved. Where is the christianity of Egypt 
and Barbary? Ages since ithas disappeared. What reuders us :t« 
cure from such a calamity ? It becomes us, not to be high-minded, but 
to fear. 2 

Unfounded and mischievous is the opinion that rulers have no con. 
cern with religion. ‘They are bound to watch over its interests with 
wakeful and intense solicitude, and to do the utmost in their power to 
augment its prosperity and to diffuse its blessings. 'That they may be 
qualified to perform faithfully this duty, they ought to be men of true 
piety. 

By the elevation of others, in preference to religious characters, to 
public office, gross contempt is expressed towards religion and its au- 
thor. It amounts to a practical declaration, on the part of the com- 
munity, that they discard the opinion, that religion renders its sulject 
more deserving of respect and confidence, or that, useful as its influ- 
ence may be in the walks of private life, it can very well be dispensed 
withina public station. Itisdecidedly announcing, that they are as 
ready to lavish honor on those, who slight Christ and his re ‘ligion, as 
on his friends, and to exalt those, who disregard the will of God and 
violate his laws, as those, who reverence his authority and elserve 
his injunctions. A most palpable and ojiensive indifference respect- 
ing religion is thus evinced, and a gross in dignity is offered to Christ 
and to God If it should be said, that there are not religious charac- 
ters to be found, capable of filling, with propriety and advantage, the 
various departments of Government, we reply, let the attempt be fully 
and faithfully made to raise such men to office, and, if they cannot be 
<djiscovered, then shall we be convinced, that our condition is more 
gloomy and dishearteuing, than we are now prepared to admit. 

A public station attaches additional consideration to an individual, 
augments his influence, and gives new importance to his example. A 
religious- man by presenting an uniformly correct example, and by 
€ mployi ing his influence steadily in favor of sound principles. of true 
piety andre al virtue,will prove a distinguished blessing to the commune 
ity. But,one who is a stranger to re ligion, will be sure ‘to exhibit an ex- 
ample in maliy respects faulty,and if his influence be not exerted in fa- 
vor of what is base and criminal, it will fail to be cast into the right 
scale. If,however, his conduct should be marked by open and fla- 
grant irregularities, he will have many to imitate him. If legislators, 
and judges, and magistrates violate the sabbath by journyes Jbusiness,or 
picasure, others will esteem ita sanction of similar misconduct in 
themselves and will be encouraged in their disregard of that sacred 
day. If public worship be neglected by those, who occupy stations 
of honor and authority, it will be esteemed, by. not a few, as a justifi- 
cation of their absence from the house of prayer. With not few, re- 
Jigion is a subject, regarded with such scornful indifference, as never to 
challenge sufficient attention to ensure it any, and much less a careful, 
examination. ‘This contemptuous unconcern will be confirmed and to 
neglect religion will become fashionable, if, by those who occupy pests 
of the highest dignity and power, it be slighted.. But, if these in the 
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most exalted stations are christians, religion will be rescued from the 
disdain with which it would otherwise be eyed, and numbers may be 
led to investigate its character and principles, be made to bow to its 
authority and be rendered heirs ofits blessings —From every view, 
which we have taken of the subject, we have no hesitation in declaring 
itour full and solemn conviction, that the christian, who neglects to 
make every exertion to effect the elevation of men of piety to stations 
of honor and influence, fails grossly in his duty to his country, to the 
church, to the souls of men, and to his Ged. 


———aD: 2° CC 


Religious Intelligence 








FOREIGN. 


RLZPORT OF THB DIRECTORS TO THE TWENTIETH GENERAL MAETING 
OF THE LONDON MISSIONARY sOCIE1¥, MAY 12, 1814, 


Continued from page 67. 
INDIA. 


Wuen this Society last assembied, every member of it felt deeply interested 
in the applications made to the Legislature, (from all classes of pious men, and 
fiom all parts of our country,) for permission to send missionaries to India.—~ 
The public fecking was never more warmly expressed. Nine hundred petitions 
(a number unequalled on anv other occasion) claimed liberty to preach the 
Gospel to the millions of India. The legislajure of our country, attentive to 
the public voice, decided in favor of the petitioners, and an Act for the pur- 
pose requested, passed both houses of Parliament, and received the royal assent 
on the 21st of July 1815. 

This Society cannot forget how much they owe to those honorable members 
of both houses of Parliament, who readily presented their petitions, and sup- 
ported them by their manly and pious eloquence. Their thanks are also due to 
his Majesty’s Ministers, who, in the most polite and obliging manner, listened 
to their representations. The happy effect of this Act has already been experi- 
enced, and liberty allowed for Missionaries to proceed to the East. The expen- 
ses attending this application to Parliament were considerabie, but the very 
great importance of the object, will, no doubt, fulty justify, in the opinion of the 
Society, the contribution made for this purpose by the Directors. 

In our report of the several East India Missions we begin with 


VIZAGAPATAM. 


ere the brethren Gordon and Prichett continue to labor, bothin the work 
of translation and of instruction. Having made a good proficiency in the Telin- 
wa language, they can now declare to the people in their own tongue, the won- 
derful works of God. They go frequently into the villages around them, read. 
ing and explaining portions of the word of God, to which many pay an attentive 
regard, pressing close that they may more exactly hear what is said Some. 
times they have visited the idol temples,and have r-vailed upon some of the 
Bramins to listen tothe Scriptucss. Ga one of these occasions, each of the Bra. 
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mins accepted a eopy of one of the Gospels, and promised to peruse it diligente 
ly + “and thus,’ say the Missionaries, “ will the Gospel, for the first time, be 
conveyed to what may be called the head-quarters of superstition here.” 

It affords great satisfaction to learn that the converted Bramin Anunderayer 
goes on well, and takes delight in the instruction of his countrymen. Of an- 
other Bramin, Narasimooloo, they entertained good hopes, and intended when 
they last wrote, soon to baptise him. Healso 1s employed in reading the serip- 
tures to the natives, in company with the Missionaries, who explain the pas- 
sage read : “* This is the way,” say they, “‘ by which the truth must be propa- 
gated, and present appearances produce such hopes as repel the force of the in- 
sinuations of many that our views are chimerical.” 

Their visits tothe native schools, sametimes afford ahigh degree of 
pleasure. When they entered one of these, they found a number of children, 
repeating aloud the first chapter of St. Luke’s Gospel, which they had begun to 
tr.ascribe upon their Palmyra leaves. Thus they perceived copies of the word 
of God quickly multiplied, and that by the hands of the heathen themselves.— 
** O that this practice,” say they, “* might be universally adopted ;” in this pi- 
ous wish we must all cordially unite, and shouldthe establishment of schools 
wm India be rendered, as we hope it will be, more general, this method will we 
trust be diligently observed. 


GANJAM. 


Mr, Leg, who was at Vizagapatam, has removed, with tke consent of his 
Brethren, and at the invitation of some friends of religion, to Ganjam, a popu- 
Jous town on the coast. Here he is surrounded not only by avast body of the 
natives, bat also by a multitude of Portugues and country-born people. When 
we last heard from him, he was about to open a school for children of the latte 
description, and another for the natives, in which he would teach both English 
and Gentoo, and thereby have another opportunity of introducing and explain- 
ing the doctrines of the Gospel. The attendance of Europeaas and others on 
public worship was encouraging. About one hundred persons attend twice on 
the Lord’s day and hear the word with seriousness, and he hopes with good 
eliect. Inthe moraing he reads the church service before the sermon. He 
wishes that more missionaries may be sent fo assist him. 


TRAVANCORE. 


Mr. RrnGe.taceeE still resides at Magilady, near Oodagherry, in Travan. 
core, and continues his labors at several villages in that neighbourhood. Inthe 
summer of 1812, be took a Journey to the eastward, and at Negapatam was hap- 
py tc meet with some of the fruits of Mr. Vos’s ministry at that place. His suc- 
cessor has a flourishing schoo] there. At Tranquebar he had adangerous illness 
from which, however, he was happily restored. Inthe month of October he 
reached his usual residence and resumed his labors. He visits twice a month 
his severa} congregations, and every evening addresses as many as are willing to 
attend. Insome of these places the people are irregular in their attendance, 
but at Ectamoly and Auticada they attend muchbetter; at the latter place he 
thinks of enlarging the church. Pittalow and Covilvilly appear stationary ; but 
a new congregation has sprung up at Ananda-nadan-cudi-yirappa, where the peo- 
ple have erected a small church ; upon the whole, there has been an increase in 
number ; one hundred and forty six have been baptized since he last wrote.~- 
The number of church members is about six hundred and seventy-seven. <A- 
bout sixty children are in the schools under his direction. 

The Directors intend, if possible, to strengthen the hands of Mr. Ringel- 
taube,by sending another missionary to labor with him (in addition to the Cate- 
chists he already employs,) as they conceive there are many people, in that quars 
ter disposed to listen to the truth. 

We are sorry to learn from Mr, Ringeltaube’s journal, that many of the Syri: 


e- -----"* ~ 























1515. Religious Intelitgence. 19f 


an priests in that neighborhood are inclined to the church of Rome, and more 
than a few congregations have joined it. 


BELHARYs 


Since our Iast Report, we have learned that Mr. Hands at Belhary, had been 
alarmingly ill with the livercomplaint ; he was, however, mercifully recovered, 
aid after a journey to Vizagapatam and to Madras (to which he was advised,) 
returned to his station & resumed his labors,assisted by Mr.Taylor, a native of 
Madras, and one of the fruits of his ministry there ; and who, on bis recom. 
mendation, has been received as a missionary under the patronage of this soct- 
ety. 

On his long journey from Belhary to Vizagapatam, (more than five hundred 
miles,) wherever he halted, he usually endeavored to publish among those who 
knew the Canara language, the truth of the Gospel. which in general the peo- 
ple were so ready to hear, that they crowded the choultry, from the time he en- 
tered till he left it. He passed through some hundreds of towns and villages, 
in some of which he found congregations of Reman Catholics, especially near 
the Coromandel coast ! and in some of the villages, the greater part of the in- 
habitants were Christians of that communion; but,alas! too generally they 
were scarcely to be distinguished from their heathen neighbors. Many places 
he passed through seemed to be eligible stations for missionaries. The pauci- 
ty of Brahamins there, the ruinous state of their pagados and religious houses, 
and the disregard now shewn to their once favored deities, afford encouragement 
to hope, that the time is not fardistant when they shall hear and receive the 
truth of the Gospel. 

In the last letter to-the Directors received from Mr. Hands, he states, that 
his charity school was in a flourisning state; and that he had nearly forty boys 
in his native school. Some additions had been made tothe church. He was.ene 
gaged in correcting his translation of the Gospel of St. Matthew into the Canae 
ra language, the second time; andhe hoped soon to send to the press both 
that and the Gospel ofSt. Luke. 


CHINSURAHs 


Mr. May, who was sent out with a view of aiding the Mission at Vizaggs 
patam, especially in the tuition.of the children, for which he bad a peculiar tal- 
ent, was enabled, after a long detentionin America, to proceed to India Fle 
Janded at Calcutta, Aug. 21, 1812, and by a peculiar concurrence of circumstan- 
ces was led to settle at Chinsurah, where he has the pleasing prospect of much 
usefulness, especially to the rising generation, The Directors lament that they 
have received no letter from him of later date than Feb. 4, 1813, when he had 
but just entered uponhis labors. In that letter he requests an allowance for 
the purpose of employing native schoolmasters. With this proposal they have 
most readily complied, and wish to assure their brethren of this society, that 
not only at Chixsurah, but at Belhary, Vizagapatam, Ganjam and Travancore, 
they have urged the missionaries to use their utmostendeavors to promote na- 
tive schools, promising ample assistance for that important purpose; . and the 
Directors will no doubt keep this object always in view, as a principal means, 
in connéxion with the preaching of the word, (butby no means to supercede it) 
for the ultimate welfare of the heathen. 

We are concerned to state, that Mrs. May has also been removed by death; 
her end was peace, but the loss is severly felt by Mr. May. 


MADRAS. 
Mr. Lovevess informs the Directors that the concerns of the chapel and of 


‘he free schools are much as usual ; thé attendance of the people on his minis- 
try was rather more encouraging than before. He speaks of the visit of brother 


Hands with great pleasure. His ministry at Madras, while he -staid there for: 
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three weeks, was rematkablv acceptable and profitable. Mr. Loveless has been 
the instrument of disposing ofa considerable number of religious books, which 
it is hoped will be useful to many. : 

We are much concerned here to state that the cause of missions has reeently 
sustyined a heavy loss by the death ofthe Rev. Dr. Johns of the Danish Mission- 
ary Institution at Tranquebar. He had been for forty years a faithful and use- 
ful missionary, and had recently exerted his influcnce for the purpose of increase 
ing the number ofnative schools in India, to which we referred in our last re- 
port. His pamphlet on Indian Civilization, has, we trust, excited an interest 
arong British Christians, in behalf ofthe rising generation of Hindoostan, 
wich will eventually prove of great advantage to tnat popnlous country. This 
great object, it will be seen, has not been lost sight of by the Directors. 


CEYLON. 


Tt was stated in the last Report, that through the kindness of Sir Alexander 
Johnstone, and other Honorable members of the Government in Ceylon, Mr. 
Palm, one of our Missionaries, had been appointed Minister ef the Dutch church 
aiCohunbo. He had previousiy been useful in visiting and reviving some of 
the schools ; and, in his present situation, says that he has better opportuni- 
tiss than ever of being serviceable to the missionary cause. Hehas suffered a 
Severe trial by the loss of Mrs. Palm, who was avery excellent woman She 
had endured much for the two or three last vears of her life, ‘* but she experi- 
enced,’ savs Mr. Palm, “ the power of her faith in him whom she loved, and 
by love of whom she was constrained to leave her dearest relations and every 
earthly comfort, of which she never repented. In all our tribulations she has 
been a pattern of Christian fortitude.” 

When Mr, Palm wrote last, he was endeavoring, with the members of the 
Dutch Consistory, to open schools at Columbo, for the poorer classes of children 
on the plan of Dr. Bell 

Mr Ehrardt has beenemployed by Government to visit the schools, many of 
which he found in great disorder, and he has exerted himself to promote their 
better management for the future. He took every opportunity of preaching, 
and instructing both adults and children in his various journves 

Mr. Read, as we learn from a letter dated at Point de Galle, March 16, 1813, 
Was acting as visitor of the schools in that district. He gives a deplorabie ac- 
count of the people in general, who, while they r-tain the name ot Christians,. 
are 'eally idolaters. Qn a late occasion, when multitudes were dying of tamine, 
they could not be dissuaded from worshipping devils to appease their wrath ;— 
pretending that God was too good a being to inflict punishment for sin. Such 
are thousands of the Cingalese Christians, socalled! Mr, Read resides at Am- 
lamgodde, where he preackes in Dutch or English, and occasionally there aud 
at other places to the Cingalese, by an interpreter. ‘The Government has prom- 
ised to establish free schools at Galle, Matura, and Jaffoapatnam, one or more 
of which Mr. Read will probably be called to undertake. : 

Colonel, (now Lord) Moleswerth continues to be an active promoter of the 
schools inthis island; he laments the removal of Mr. Palm from Tillipally, 
where he had acquired the language, and where the school under his care flour: 

ished. Itis, however, Kept up by some persons who remain there. Colonel 
L. Molesworth rejoices in the prospect of the distribution of Bibles, both in the 
Malabar and Cingalese languages, now printing at Calcutta; and ina recent 
regulation, that a school fur each military corps in this island shall be establish- 
ed. Some school books, slates &c. being requested by this gentleman, have 
been sent to his disposal A thoisand common Prayer Books have also been 
Sent at the request of the Hon, and Rev. Mr. Twisleton, Government Chaplain 
at Columbo, 


JAVA. 


The Directors, contemplating the condition of the great and populous Island 
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af Tava, now subject is the British Government, felt a strong desire to become 
the instruments of communicating to its inhabitants, the blessings of the Gospel 
«specially as there are multitudes of the Chinese resident there, to the number 
it is said, of 100,006, among whom, it is hoped, that the scriptures translated 
by Mr. Morrison into their language, maybe freely circulated. To ecnubte 
them to execute their purpose, Providence furnished, ina remarkable manner, 
suitable instruments. Mr. Joseph Kam, a native of Holland, Mr. John Ciristo- 
pher Supper,and Mr. Gotlob Bruckner, natives of Germany, had received af 
education as Christian Missionaries at Berlin and at Rotterdam, and were m- 

tended to be sent by the Netherland Miasionary Society to India ; but obstacles 
occasioned by ae war prevented the execution of their design. They came 
over to England, and were gladly received by the Directors of this Society ; and 
after spending some time at Gosport, greatly to their advantage, it was detere 
mined that they should proceed to Bat: wia, for which they were peculiarly qual- 
ified, as they would be able to preach in Dutch, (the language there spckea 
by the Europeans,) and be usefully employed in preaching to them while pre- 
paring to evangelize the native heathen. They were ordained atthe Dutch 
Church in London, Nov. 14, 1813, by Dr. Werninck, and embarked for Java 
(wv way of the Isle of France ,) Dec. 31. 

While the Directors were employed in preparing this misston; it i is very re- 
markable that two gentlemen of fortune, whe were cna visit for their bealth, 
at the Cape of Good Hope, calledon Mr. Thom, our missionary there, and ex- 
ice their earnest desire that missionaries might besent to Batavia, One 

f these gentlemen, (Mr. Faure) offered one thousand rix-dollars for this pur- 
pose, to be paid to the first mjssionary who should be sent thither, and a bill to 
that amount, wassent over to us by Mr. Thom, which will no doubt be paid to 
our missionaries @n their reaching that place. Thus the Lord was pleased both 

+o raise up preachers for the intended station, and a handsome don: Matimh towards 
the great expense which would be incurred. Wecannot but take enc vurges 
ment from this remarkable concurrence of favorable circumstances. 


MAURITIUS, OR TITE ISLE OF FRANCE. 

To this populous island, now under the crown of Britain, the directors } judg. 
éd thata mission might with great advantage be sent. ‘T'o this measure they 
were much encouraged by the information afforded by Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Milne, who touched there on their wav to India and Chin: i, especially 4s they 
found that some persons cf influeace were weil disposed to encourage such an 
undertaking. One of the students at Cosport, Mr. Le Brun, of Jersey, whose 
nutive language was Frenctt, a appeared to be an instrament well adapted for 
this undertaking ; he was ordaired in Jersey, Nov. 25,1813, and fsailed for the 
place ot his destination, in the Isabella, Dec. 31. 

The Directors also embraced an oppor tunity of sending by a private individ 
nal going to this island, and to the Isle of Bourbon, a considerable rod 
if books and tracts in the French language, in addition to Bibles and Test 
tisite furnished by the Kindness of the Britsh and Foreign Bible Society. 


CHINA. 

From Mr. Morrison, our indefatigable missionary at the most important sta. 
tion upon earth, the Directors have received letters which inform us that be 
has finished the great work of translating the whole of the New Testament into 
the Chinese language ; the concluding ae ts were in the hands of the Printer 
‘vhen he last wrote, and he hoped to be able to send some copies by the next 
ships. Copies of most of the apostolic epiatlos’ have already been received, and 
the rest are shortly expected. The Directors are filled w ith gratitude to God, 
who has enabled Mr. Morrison to accomplish so distinguished a service for the 

cause of Christ. These Scriptures he has hitherto been permitted to distri- 
bute, notwithstanding the edict which prohibited such a measure; they have 
already found their way into distant par ts of the empire. Mr. Morrison has 
also printed aud dispersed a Catechism, contaming the stundamental principles 
ha & hristianity, and a tract also on its chief doctrines. 
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Mr. Morrison 1s not permitted to preach publicly, or to go into the interior 
of the country ; but he expounds the scriptures to hisdomestics anda few 
others, and prays with them. Some individuals appear to have profited by the 
word, to forsake their idols, and desire to be baptised as Christians. One of 
them has sent le’ters to the Treasnrer and Secretary of this Society, highly ccm- 
mending the conduct of Mr. Morrison, anc desiring from us a full account 
of the Christian faith. 

it gives us great pleasure to report that the Chinese Dictionary and Grame 
mar written by Mr. Morrison, is so highly esteemed, thatthe East India Come 
pany lias sent ont a suitable person to print it, at their expense, in three vol- 
umes folio, Our sinceredesire and prayer is, thathe may long be spared to 
persevere in his useful services, and that thousands yet unborn may have to 
bless his memory as the instrument of conveying to them from Britain the wa- 
ters of life. 

A letter has just been received from Mr. Milne, who arrived at Macao, July 
1315, with Mrs. M. and who was gladly received by Mr. Morrison, rejuicing in 
the hope of laboring together in the work of the Lord. But by the instigatiori 
of the Roman Catholic clergy, the Portuguese government ordered him to quit 
the island in ten days. ‘To this severe measure Mr. Milne was obliged to sub- 
mit, and he removed to Canton, where, under suitable teachers, he applied 
himself ass\luouslyto the study of the Chinese ianguage. Ass European females 
are not permitted to reside at Canton, he was necessarily separated from Mrss 
M. who continued with Mr. and Mrs: Morrison at Macao. Mr. Morrison has 
since joined Mr. Milne for the season, which continues five months, during 
which period he will then enjoy the valuable assistance of his experienced co}- 
league ; bat when that season shall expire, the byethern will be ata loss to de« 
termine what method to pursue ; if yermission could not be obtained to reside 
at Macao, Mr. Milne at least woule remove to Java or to Malacca, and probably 
Mr. Morrison with him. The Society cannot sufficiently lament the wretched 
bigotry which should render this removal, with its enormous expense to'ths 
Society, unavoidable. (Vo be continued. ) 


ee oe 
DOMESTIC. 


To the Vermont Messionary Society to be convened ai Woodstock, 
on the 15th of Sept. 1814, the Trusices of said Socicty maiie 
the following | 

REPORT. 


As the term, for which your Trustees were electec, is about to expire, they 
mow proceed, in compliance with the duty prescribed in the constitution, to exhie 
bit for your consideration a summary of their proceedings, during’ the last year. 

Since the report of 1815, your Trustrees have given their usual attention to 
the destitute settlements of Vermont and its western frontier. Their meang 
have not enabied them to afford that assistatice, which the exigencies of many 
places loudly demanded» They trust, however, that many individuals and some 
of our infant churches, in consequence of the exertions of this Society, have been 
made glad with exceeding joy. 

The foilowing Brethern have been appeinted, since our last report, to per- 
form missionary services, within the limits of Vermont for the terms affixed 
to their names: 

In the northerx and eastern section, the Rev. Asa Carpenter, 12 weeks; the 
Rev. Jonathan Hovey, 8 weeks; the Rev. Samuel Goddard, 12 weeks and Mr. 
Rerton Pixley, 12 weeks: In the central and southern section, the Rev. Oliver 
Plympton, 12 weeks; the Rev. John Lawton, 12 weeks ; and the Rev. Mr. Sere 
geant, 12 weeks, Mr. Pixley finding it inconyenient to accept his mission de- 
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clined it. From the other brethern no returns have been received. 

The Rev. Ammi Nichols wis appointed to lubor 4 wecks in Kingston, Warrez: 
end Roxbury, it being understood that individuals, in those towns, would raise & 
sufficient stim to protract his mission toeight weeks. Mr. Nichois has retennes 
his journal havi ing’ labored 4 weeks, in the service of this suciety, and four week 
at the charge of particular individuals, who subscribed or contributed for ches 
purpose, The Rev. Luther P. Blodget was appointed to succeed Mr Nichols 

ud spend three weeks on the same terms in the towns before mentioned. But 
3 ‘om him no return has yet been made. Mr. Nichols has likewise been appointe 
ed to labor 8 weeks, in the towns he before visited, and in others in that section 
ef the slate. 

The Trustees ‘as usual have extended their views to that very destitute tract 
iu the northeen part of New-York and have appointed the Rev. Mr. Cannon to 
Mabur cight weeks, in such towns as his sense of expediency should dictate, 
But he has as yet rendered no accoynt of his labors. ‘They likewise, for the 
purpose of encouraging exertions in Lewis, appropriated firty dollars for their 
benefit, on condition they should with this gid raise a sufficient sum, by sub- 
scription or otherwise, to employ a minister, whom the Trustees should approve, 
for one year. The eppropriation has been attended with the happiest effects, 
and the inhabitants of Lewis already begin to enjoy the benefit of the offer, in 
the stated preaching of the gospel. 

The foliawing account of services has bern rendered agreeably to appoint- 
inents, which were made before the date of the last report. ‘Uhe Rey. Jonathan 
Kitchel has returned a journal of missionary services tor 8 weeks, in the south 
part of this state. The Rev. Evans Beardsiey has labored 8 weeks in the centrat 
and northerly parts, and the Rev. Justing Parsons & weeks in the ce:tral and 
southerly parts, of the state. And the Rev. Jonathan D. Winchester has re- 
turned an account of twelve weeks service performed in the northern part of 
New-Yerk. 

In consequence ef the small encoyragement, which the Verment Religious 
YVract Society has received, for some time past, your Trustees have voted that 
its operations, as a society, should be suspended. ‘Tracts are still for sale by 
their General Agent at the former prices. Ami the Committee of Missions are 
authorized to appropriate the monies, which arise from such sales, to the pure 
chase or publication ef Traets, to be sold at cost or distributed gratis. The 

New England Tract Society is calculated,to operate on such an extensive scale, 
that your Trustees have not made those exeftions to revive this Society, 
which otherwise they might have deemed expedient. 

The Trustees have uniformly afforded assistance tothe destitute towns, 
which have manifested a desire tu unite their own contributiotis for supporting 
the gospel with an appropriation from this Society, Few towns bowever bave 
availed themselves of the encouragement, which bas been repeatedly oficred, 

When we contemplate what has been accomplished by this Society, we have 
reason tO rejoice that a gracious providence has given being to the institution, 
and smiled on its exertions. But when we consider what is desiral hle, our hearts 
vleed with anguish, that our means have enabied us to accomplish so little. In 
some of our destitute towns, are to be seen no footsteps of a iminisier of Chirst, 
except some society has occasionally directed a Missionary to visit them. How 
shall they hear without a preacher? And how sball they preach except they 
be sent? Letus then, while we behold with pleasure the rise of other benevue 
lent Societies, never forzrct the sacred duties we owe to this mstitution. 

May the blessing of him, who wil! make the wilderness blossom,and the de- 
sart yocal with his praise, rest on all the members anu on ali the patrons of this 
Society. 


7 


THOMAS A. MERRILL, Secretary. 


Attest. 


Middlebury, Sept. ¢2, 1814. 
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a 
Relezious 
Statement of the funds of the Vermont 
Missionary Seciety, Sepiember 10, 
1814, 
Wo. 1 


Account of contributions smce the 
last report, 1813. 





Essex ypl2 
Benson 16 
Brandon 10 
Windsor, B. P. 37 
Wartsfield 24,14 
Fairha ven 6,75 
Barre 12,46 
United churches, in vgcinity 
of Barre | 9 45 
Berlin 14,75 
Salisbury 6,90 
Grand Isle 7,62 
South Hero 15,05 
Grafton 6,88 
Cornwal] 33 ,60 
Pittsford 11 
Burlington 34,50 
Norwich 10,32 
Thetford 26.75 
Danville 11,7§ 
Barnard 11.71 
Greensborough 12,62 
Chelsea 13,12 
Brookfield 15,75 
Montpelier 22,40 
Ludlow 8.55 
Sharon 9,10 
New Hayen 13,05 
D411,82 


No. 2. 


Funds arising from other sources, 
than the contributions of the several! 
veligious societies. 
for admission into the Misstonary 

Soctety, and annual payment of some 

of the member's. 

Rev- Messrs. Justin Parsons, 
Sylvester Sage, James Tatfts, 
Austin Hazen and Samuel Bas- 
com, Dorastus Fitch Esq. Mr. 
John Penfield and Mr, Nathan 


Stoddard § 2, each 16 
Rev, Jedidiah Bushnell and Dan- 
iel Haskell ¢ 1, each 2 


Mr. Lewis Chapin, Jericho, ad- 
vanced for admission tor a life 
member “AY 

Rev. Dr. Burton 


> 


Rev. Holland Weeks 2 


Intelligence: 





Rev. Justin Parsons 1 
Rey, Jolin Fitch i 





S35 0C 
Donations by different socieues and 
individuals. 
Female Society, Randojph 10 


Miss Naomi Lusk, Castleton 1 16 
Rev. Joseph Marshal, part ofa 

‘legacy 2 
A number of females, Cornwall 1 
Females, Highgate “Wi 
Young Ladies Benevolent Socie- 

ty Jericho 19 
Young Lady, Goshen Mass. for- 

warded by Rev. JustinParsons 3 
Female Charitable Society, Nor- 

wich 20 0% 
Female Cent Society, Thetford 2 2 
Female Society, Danville 10 67 
Widow Hall, Starksborough 2 58 
Congregational church & socie- 

ty, & Female Alms Society, 

Hardwick 25 IL 


we tp» 
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Contributions and donations to Missioue 

aries. :. 
Rev. Jonathan Kitchel § 12 
Rev. Jonathan Hovey, Wey- 








bridge, (hig mission 16 71 

was completed January 1811) 
Rev. Jona, D. Winchester 18 62 
Rey. Evans Beardsley 17 99 
$58 52 

By partial avails of Rey, J. 
Fitch's sermon 9,43 
D 67 94 


63,89 
Wo. 3. 


Disbursements: 
For Missionary services. 


To Rev. Jonathan Kitchel 56 
‘Yo Rey. Jona. D. Winchester 84 
To Rev. Justin Parsons 56 
To Rev. Evans Beardsley 81 
To Rev. Ammi Nicho!s 28 


For Printing. 

To T. C. Strong for 500 copies 
of Rev. John Fitch’s Mission- 
ary Sermon 26 

He 


For Printing address 
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To Rev. Jonathtn D. Winchester. 








A particular list of contributions and = Stockholm 8.35 
donations to Missianariese Chesterfield 0,45 
.Vo Rev. Jonathan Kitchel. Massena 6,72 
Capt. Robinson & Esy. Hol- Seaton, Massena < 
_ alen of Shrewsbury 5,75 Mr. Hall, Louisville 1,10 
t Mountholly 1,37 
To Rev Janathan Hox cy in 1812. 18,62 
Waterbury 7,12 To Rev. Evans Beardsley. 
Asa Farnsworth, Coventry 1 Richmond 5,33 
John Mitchel 13:0 8§8Jericho 5,71 
Elijah Ailcn, Craftsbury 109 Addison §,21 
Females, Crafisbury 2.27 Minesbargh 1,82 
Esq. Taylor, Wolcott 2,10 nes 
Naihl. aad Aipheus Goodale, 17,99 
Morristown 1 
Abel Merrill, Stowe 0 ’ 
Mr. Western, Glover 0,50 
16,68 
Vermont Missionary Society, in account mih Seth Storis, as thet? 
Treasurer. Dr. 
To amount of monies paid by order as per statement No. S: D $37 
To balance carried to new account 1595.81 
1932,81 
Cr. 
Dy halance as by iast report D 1181,26 
By several sums, as formerly published, after the balance was struck 838,81 
By contributions as by statement No. 1. 11,82 
Ky donations &c. as by statement No. 2. 230,59 
Ry interest of money loaned * 20,35 





D 193283 
Middle+ury, December 1, 1814. 
This certifies that Ll have ‘examined the above account, and find the same to 
be correct. WM, G. HOOKER, Auditor. 
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ADDRESS. 


The Trustees of the Vermont Missionary Society again make an appeal to the 
tiberality of the public, in behalf of the funds of that institution.——Or the value 
af christianity, no representation can furnish too elevated a conception. It, in- 
deed, has the words of eternalljfe. Itcan teach us all we need ta know, impart- 
to us all the consolation, which our condition demands, or our hearts can seek; 
and open to us sources of joy and treasures of hope,richer and brighter,than im- 
agination ever painted. The blessed Gospel is exactly adapted to the character 
and state of man. It meets him tully in all the conditions and exigencies of his 
mature. To him,as the child of sorrow, it speaks peace and comfort. As tiie 
creature of hope, it brings before his eye prospects glorious and blissful. As 
the victim of corruption, it exhibits an antidote to the maladies of his heart. As 
abeing polluted with guilt, it announces pardon. As a stranger on earth, ,and 
an heir of immortality, it every where obviates his wants and satisfies his desires. 
It is christianity, which has been, in past ages, .the grand instrument, by which 
the human character has been meliorated. ‘It is by the influence of its prin- 
ciples, that the vicious have heen reformed, that the guilty and noxious pas. 
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sions have been dethroned and that the bondage of profligate and destruct: 
ive habits has been burst. asunder. Ls truths have exalted the low and grove- 
ling thought, corrected the selfish and sinister aim, crushed the dominion of 
pride, and anger, and malevolence, and rendered the arrogant and wrathful, 
the malignant and vindictive, humble and meek, forgiving ang benevolent. It 
is the influence of christianity, to which we must look tu produce the harmony 
and peace, the love and joy ofthe millenium, Wherever it extends its vital 
energy, it ensues indiyydual respectability and virtue, camfort and happiness, 
it brings harmony and love to the domestic circle; it diftuses equity and kind. 
ness, tranquility and joy through the community. —Wherever divine truth is 
proclaimed, we may hope, that vital religion, with its inyaluable effects upon 
the virtue and happiness of mankind, will be more or less generally prevalent. 
Truth is the mighty means ; itis the powerful instrument, by which God gov- 
erns the moral world, and accomplishes his benevolent and gracious purposes tor 
the amendment and salvation of mankind. It is the energy of truth, which he 
employs to renew and sanctify the human heart. Ofsis own yall berat he ug 
by the word of truth.  Sunctify them through thy truth : thy word ts truih.— 
When we are taught that such is the blessed ‘effitacy of divine truth, there is 
the highest encouragement held forth to ali endeavors for its diffuson. By 
the dispersion of religious tracts, by the distribution of the sacred volume and 
especially by the preaching of missionaries this good work may be accom: 
Piished, Every ambassader of Christ, jovoug thought,  biisstui 
amticipation, every herajd of the gospel, whois scat forth, muy reciaim 
somte wanderer, may call to virtue and piety some servant of sin, 
may heal some wounded heart, may gladden with heavenly consolation some 
wretched soul, and may save some immortal mind fromruin. Since then 
christianity is of such momentous importance, since it 1s sO intimately con- 
mecited with the dearest interestsof man imthis life and withallhis ho ‘pes for 
the eternal world, every endeavor to proclaim its truth,and to extend its bless- 
ings to those, by whom they are not enjoyed, amply deserves the warmest ap- 
probation aml the mest vigorous encouragement of every devout and b enevolent 
mind.—T'o attain this mest desirable ebject with referénce to a very consider- 
able portion. of this State, particularly in the eentral and nothern parts, whose 
need of ‘aid rs of the most urgent charactér,and algo with refercnce to de stitute 
Settlements at the west, to which large numbers of our felluw-citizens have 
removed, is the prominent aim of the Vermont Missionary Sgciety- To enable 
the Trustees more completely to attain the invaluable end, which they have 
in view, they solicit the contributious of the piaus and benevolent. That there 
is occasion for exeption, who can doubt? The condition of those in Mfewly act- 
dled countries is such as prevents their procuring for themselves the means of 
moral and religious instruction. They are thinly scattered over exteasive dis- 
tricts, so that they cannot unite for such an object, and they are often so di- 
vided in opinion, as to preclude all acting in concert. They are oftensubject 
to amost unhappy insensibility and indiflerence with regard to this momnen- 
tous cencern.—Think of those, who have been forced to temove beyond the 
sound of the gosnel, and who regret less every other privation aad hardship, than 
the loss of their religious privileges. And will you do nothing to afford them 
relief, nothing to cheer and animate their souls? But,if they regret not the loss, 
which they have sustained, still more gloomy and deplorable is their condition, 
pene they are not less just objects of our commisseration. Had God waited, 
till man had desired it, never should we have krown ofa way of salvation.— 
Did he now delay, till we sincerely wish. and seek it, who would become a sub. 
Ject of his grace and an heir of heaven?—Are you, then, willing that the young 
should grow up ignorant of God, of Christ and of their duty 2° Are you ready 
to resigu them to ail the evils attending a want of the restraints, of the gu:dance 
and of the purifying influence of religion? Ave you prepared to leave others 
untaught and unwarned, to complete “their probation, and to go to the grave and 
the judgment? Contribute, then, to the funds of this Society; and doit with q 
liberality, which shali leave the ruin of none, who perish,chargeable tofyour neg- 
ligence, or parsumeny. ‘pink ofthe worth ofan immortal spirit, Think ¢ 
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the joy of mecting seme in glory, redeemed from sin and perdition, by your be- 
rievolence.« Think of the toeture, which must attend the reflection. that yout 
have been accestary to the ruin ofa single soul, and then give. withfyour eys 
fixed on the award of the supreme tribunal and on the retributions of eternitys 
THOMAS A. MERRILL, Sec’y. 

The several Churches and Congregations in Vermont are requested to make & 
collection, for the benefit of the Missionary Society, on the second Sabbath in 
August next; or on some Sabah immediately following. 


a 








REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN YALE COLLEGE. P 
Extract of a letier from a gentleman in New-Haven, dated June 11, 1815, 

[am unable to furnish yon withsuch an account as you desire. The best f 
can do, is to send you some extracts froma letter written to a friend, near the 
lose of the last term, when the attention to religion among the stydents was 
at its height, followed perhaps by a few remarks. 

The extracts are as follows:— ‘“ Yate Coruecs, April 2, 8815. 
My Dear Friend, 

You will be pleased to hear that a work of divine grace has been happily be- 
gun here, and is rapidly advancing. Iwill give you some particulars. At the 
beginning of this term, an unusual warmth on the subject of religion appeared in 
some of the professors of christianity, particularly among the graduates, and in 
the Senior and Sopbomore classes. This was manifested at their conferences, 
and in their conversation with each other and with the thoughtless. Some 
among those, who before had. been quite unconcerned, new appeared thougit- 
ful; afew were anxious. Inahbout five weeks four persons were fonnd, who en- 
tertained a joyful hepe, that they had experienced the new birth. These things 
passed in silence; for the state of the country, the news from Europe, and re- 
joicing'’s for the restoration of peace, seemed to occupy all the time and thoughts, 
which the students could spare from their classical pursuits. Whether these 
Tejoicings themselves, (some of which were religiously conducted,) had a salutae 
ry influence, or whether, when the delirium of joy had subsided, the mind was 
left more open for the reception ot truth, [knownot. Perhaps we need not look 
for proximate causes. This, however is certain: the new converts one of 
them in particular, a graduate, became active and indefatigable in conversing 
with those, who were serious and those, who were not. The hopes, the prayers 
and the exertions of christians were animated, invigorated, and, through the di- 
vine blessing, made effectual. Ten days since, on Friday the,24th, our state 
fast, Dr. Dwight preached two very_solemn discourses, in one of which, on death 
and the judgment, he was much affected himself, and his audience considerably 
impressed. On the next Sabbath evening, at pravers in the Chapel, the account 
of the death of Sir Francis Newport was read with still greater effect. Us was 
listened to with the deepest atiention. [t became I believe, universally the sub- 
ject of conversatiors In the course of the week, students, who had not been sus~ 
pected of doing such a thing before, were found reading their Bibles. Some 
from the South, who confessed they had never read them at all, went and bought 

them. 

It was evident that God was pouring out his spirit, and that it was no time to 
be idle. The Tutors have addressed their several Divisions on the subject of 
the awakening, which had already begun, and pointed out to them the danger of 
neglecting this day of salvation, of stifling their convictians, and resisting the 
Spirit of God ; and invited those, who were so disposed, to come and conversé 
with them, on the subject of-religion. All listened with attention. Individuals 
go to converse with their instructors. Every word dropped on the subject 
seems to do good. For the last four days, religion has engrossed the attention 
of almost all in the Sophomore, and of many in the other classes. Within that 
time, about fourteen have, as they declare, submitted ynconditienally to God, 
aud are now rejoicing in his salvation. 

Most of the subjects of this work seem at once convinced of thair guilt, their 
danger, and their helpleseness, They have no quarrel with the decrees of God; 
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they seem perfectly to understand the distinction between natural and moral in- 
ability: at first, they want to compound with God, but at length they submit 


uneanditionally,and sav they should praise God in hell, where they deserve to! re: 


Welhope the work has but just begun; numbers are still very anxious, and 
some, almost in despair. To Gay we had a solemn and joyftl communion.—- 
Four persons, these meationed before as the first subjects of the work, were ad- 
mitted into the church. During the celebration of the supper, nearly one third 
of the other students r2mained xs spectators. 

Aerrt9. The revival still.continues. The Faculty of College takea livele 
intexest in its continuance and success. Thev have determined that there shal! 
be preaching regularly one evening in the middle of each week. Mr. G. preach 
ed,on Wednesday evening, a very solemn discourse to a very attentive assembly. 
Conferences, general or particular, are held every day, either in the afternoon or 
evening. Recitations are not omitted; but students can readily get excused 
from reciting, when necessary on account of their religious concern. ‘The cler- 
gymen of the town occasionaily come into College to counsel and direct the ea 
quiring. Students in tilteir several entries meet at nite o'clock for evening’ 
prayer. | 

There has begun fo be ‘a Separation between those who are serious and thosc 
who were only surprised; and also between those who are serious through sym! 
pathy merely, and those convinced ofsin. A considerable number in the course 
of the past week have found reltiefand entertaia a hope that their sins are for- 
given. Some are very joyful. There seems to be a sirong propensity in those 
who are distressed in their minds, to run to their eompanions who have lately 
abtained a hope, for instruction, rather than to older and more experienced 
christians, or the Bible. ‘They have been warned against doing this, and against 
taking the feelings of others as afcriterion for theirs.’ ‘ That such warnings 
were necessary to encourage the desponding, as well as to check the presumptt- 
ous, will perhaps appear from a single instance. Onc, who, fora fortnight, had 
been inthe depths of sorrow, came and conversed with me very frankly, and 
in a very feeling manner, for an hour. Fle exhibited what to me appeared satis- 
factory evidence of a Christian tempet, but entertained no hope of himself .— 
The reason, whichhe gave, was, that he felt none of the joy, which others ex- 
pressed. [ cautioned him against relying on so precarious an evidence, or scek- 
ing itas a principal object. He acknowledged it justin Godto withhold it 
fyom him, and seemed even to acquiesce in his. doing so. During the conver- 
sation, his perturbation gradually subsided, and he went away quite tranquil.— 
While meditating on the character of God as displayed in the scriptures, his 


tranquility soon became joy, his joy transport. lie could scarcely contain him- 


self. He soon came to tel me ofhis change of feeling. One, moment, he 
said, and he felt amply repaid for all he had suffered. When I recommended. 
it to him, when his mind should become sufficiently composed, to examine the 
grounds of his hope ; he said he could not retrain from rejoicing, if he knew he 
were to be lost. He acknowledged, that when he had before, as he thought, 
surrendered himself to God, he had made this reserve ; if he might rejoice in 
hope. Assoon as he relinquished that, to which he had no claim, God gave it 
him as a free gift. He now seems as childlike, as humble, and as happy a con- 
vert, as I ever knew.” 

To the above, it may be subjoined that on the first Sabbath of May, three of 
the Sophomore class made a profession of religion: It was then said that be- 
tween fifty and sixty had obtained hopes, that their sins were forgiven. Buring 
the vacation, it is believed that the students who had become serious, were eX- 
tensively useful by conversing with their friends, and in some cases, by speaking 
at conferences in their respective towns. Since they have re-assembled, there 
are some indications of a continuance and spread of the revival. Some have 
rone back, but there are some lately awakened. Although there may have 
mingled in the work some sympathetick enthusiasm, some counterfeit convic- 
tions, and a few false hopes, yet we have every reason to believe that God has vis - 
ited us in mercy, and to bless bis holy name, who sends showers, as well as 
dews, of divine grate tv water the thirsty earth. : 
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